MAGDALENA MILPAS ALTAS:
A STUDY OF SOCIETY IN MINIATURE

By
HARLEY M. UPCHURCH

A THESIS PRESENTED TO THE GRADUATE COUNCIL OF
THE UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE
DEGREE OF MASTER OF ARTS

UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
June, 1960



DI'DICATID

a la Sefio



ACRIIOVLEDGHMENTS

It would be impossible to acknowledge by nazme all of
the persons who have aided in the realization of this thesls,
Therefore, I have mentioned below only those poople and or-
ganizations that have made the most direct contributions.

My £irst thanks are due to Profescor T. Lynn Smith, the
chailrman of nmy supervinory committce, The training I have
received from him has made itself felt at every stege of the
project. An earlier survey which he directed {( 2 picneering
cffort for such ctudies in Latin america) served as a model
for the present work. Lastly, his culdance was indispensable
during the analysis and presentation of the findings. Many
thonks are alco fue to Dr. Harry Rantor and Dr. lyle N.
recalister, the other monbers of my commailttee, for the aca-
denic training and the counsel they have given me.

Witheut the financinl aid and technical asszistance
vhich the Inctituto de Rutricidn de Centro mérica v Panamd
afforded me it wvould have been inrossible to carry out the
£1cld werk vhich went into the prepuration of the theslis,
tefiorita Dertha Mendizabal, who 1ls doing an e+weellent jod as
a cocial warker among the rurazl folk of Cuatemala, was a
great help during the period spent in the field. Her inti-
mate knowledge of tho people in the village and Lhe respect
vhich she commands among them greatly simvlified the task of

11



information gathering. Cthe gave me many hours of hexr own
time during that period and has since been a faithful
correspondent.

The statistical laboratory of the University of Florida
kindly furnished me the use of its machines and the assistance
of its staff during the analysie and tabulation of the data,
Pr., George Hillery and nmy fellow graduate students Leonard
Linden and Ben Haddox have shown axazing patience with nmy
constant roguests for oplnions and advice. Leonard Lindon
and his wife Marie were also generous with thelr aid during
the mounting of the pictures. Mre. Shirley Simpson not only
typed the manuscript but provided excellent editorial advice.
Glenn Simpson prepared the charxrts and did the tracings of the
map of Magdalena which was origimplly drawn by Dr. Richard
Adams., Mrs. Carol Allen spent long hours in the darkroom
preparing the photographic illustrations. The Summer ESchool
of the University of €an Carlos was good enocugh to award me
a ccholarship which not only allowed me to pursue ry lLatin
hnerican interestes at that institution but provided the
neans of traveling to CGuatemala. The national and inter-
nationsl organizations as well as the private ones which 2
arproached for information and advice during my stay in Guate-
mala were extremely cooperative,

I have reserved ny final thanks for the people of Hag-
dalena. They treated me, an ingquiring stranger, with a
great deal of hospitality and mueh kindneges., Furthermore, I

iv



think that thelir cooperation in the project was exceptional,
Some readexrs of this thesis may feel that I have dealt
rather unkindly with the villagers' sccic~economic situation.
In a zense they will be correct. I cbject vexry strongly
to zore of the conditions under which these good people arxe
comapelled to exist., I sincerely hope that this study may
have some emall influence on the changing of such conditions.
In conclusion, let me say that I alone am to blame for
any errors of fact or interpretation which may ocour in the

thesis.



TABLE OF CORTERTS

ACKHOWLEDGHMERTE .+ 4+ « »

LIGT OF TABLES .+ » + &

1IST OF ILLUSTRATIOHS .

INTRODUCTION .+ o o o« o

Chapter
I.

IIX.

IIZ.

»

»

»

*

*

-

The Value andg Use

Hethodology

THE VILLAGE:

The CGeographical Setting

L 4 »

*

Study

IT8 CEOGRAPHICAL SETTIEG AMND
HISTORICAL BACKIROUND .

Historical Background
The General Hature of the Commmunity

THE POPULATION o o ¢« o o o o o

umbay and Distribution

Composition
Pertility

Yortality

Natural Increase

Migration

The Growth of Population
THE ROLATICHNE OF THE PEQPLE TO THD ITAND .

Settlenent Patterns

Land Division
The Nature of Property Rights in the Land

land Tenure

8ize of Boldings
Fraguentation of Holdings

System of Farming

vi

-

» » » * »

v @

& L » *®

Page
. 111
» viii
- ix
. 1
. 2
« » 19
. 47



IV, SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS ¢ o v o« ¢ ¢ o ¢ o o o o

Demestic Inatitutions

The Posada

Religion and the Church
puperstition and Magical Practices
EQucation and the 8chool

Politices and Covernment

V. EOCIAL DIFFZRERTIATION, STRATIFICATION, AND
mamm - & » L * @ L] L] L L L ] ® » » »

Bocial Differentiation
Stratification
Social lMobility
VI, LEVELS AVD GTMIDARDS OF LIVING . ¢ ¢ o o o
The Fouse
Pacilities and Utilitics
The Diet
ECMMARY AUD CONCLUSIOIE o o 2 ¢ ¢ ¢ o« © ¢ 0o o ¢ v »
BIBLIOGP‘API&OO......‘II.lll".'.

APPEHDH *« = #» L * @& ¢ ¢ @ ¢« & ¢ 5 @ ® &+ & 9 & & ¢ »

vii

83

133

143

1563
159
163



Table

1.

2.

3.

4

5.

6.

7.

9.
10.

11.
l2.

13.

14,
15.

LIST OF TA3LES

Population by sex and populated places within
thamunicipio.lg.'o?..-....-.....

Percéntages of literacy among the population
seven years of age and over in the municipio
Dy 2ge 28nd BEX ¢ o o o o o & o 5 « 4 & s & »

Annual nutber of birtha and deaths regigtered and
crude birth and death rates per 1,000 popula-
ticn, lagdalena Milpas Altas, 1950-1957 « .

Total distance traveled to all farm plots by
neighborhcod and tenure ClasSs + ¢ o « o o o «

Total time regquired to travel to all farm plots
by neighborhocd and tenure ¢1a338 o+ ¢ o ¢ o

Tenure class of farm operators by the manner in
which thelr lands were acquired or rented and
by barzio of z¢8ldence .+ o o = ¢ s s & v & »

Distribution of land in Magdaleda « ¢ ¢ v » & o

Size of holding by neighborhood and tenure claes

Hurbeyr of plots utilized 4in £armd o+ ¢ ¢ ¢ o o o o

Rurber of houscholds possessing specified farnm
e@tmmt.gooo--':b.oooo‘oou

Types of vehicles owmed « o o ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ 5 o o & o o

Houscholds possessing specified farm animals hy
neighborhood and tenure class + « o« ¢ ¢ o + o

The freguency with which family nemes are en-
countered in the upper and lower barrios of
MagAalend o+ ¢ ¢ « « ¢ o & « 5 ¢ 5 s o o o «

Clasaification of houscholds and familiez by asize

School enrollrent in Magdalena by age, gex, and

grldeutcab-n-'ooocbotnocot.

viii

Page

26

35

38

51

53

59

61

63
68

73
78

83
o1

11¢



Flgure

9
2

3.

4.

5.
6.
7.
8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14,
15.

16,

LIET OF ILLUSTRATIOHS

Map of the village of Bagdalena Milpas Altas . .

Inoking north from the top of the Catholice
ChUTCH o o o ¢ ¢ 5 2 @ 2 © & & » « 5 8 o » @

Looking southeast £rom the top of the Catholic
Church. A schadol is in the foreground. One
izolated farmstead can be secn in the uppex
ight hand COXNEXs ¢« o « o 2 ¢ s + » & 5 & o

ocking north alonyg the main thoroughfare of
Megdalenn ¢ ® e @ ® O e 8 8 8 & 3 8 s s a0

The interior of a molino de nixtamal « ¢« « ¢ ¢ o
Age~gex pyramid foy Guatemala, 1950 . « « ¢ o o
Age-gex pyranid for Magdalena, 1957 . o o » » o

The relaticnship of age to marital status among
the population of Guatemala, 1650 o « & ¢ o &

The relaticnship of age to marital status among
the population of Magdalena, 1957 v« &« ¢ ¢ » «

gitios having garden plots of one-fourth of a
CUSYGA O lAYGEY « o o« ¢ ¢« o & ¢ o o ¢ » & &

A local esgriculturist and his toola, He has &
fumigator but none were encountered among the
farmers Intervicwed &« « ¢« v ¢ ¢ o o o = o o o

The only plow in the village &+ ¢ o ¢ o ¢ o o o &

3:3&3:13‘? ground with the big hoe s # o @ © € 8 o

Planting heans with a dibble « o« o ¢ ¢ ¢ o ¢ &

A two~wheeled ox caxt in front of a buil ding of
adobe yepellado with a AN 200Ff . ¢« o ¢« « o

This well-dressed boy uses his bicycle to carxy
mimforﬁalemmtigua ® & 8 o & 8 * € ¥ o

L3

Page
11

12

13

14
16
23
24

29

30

49

70

71

74
7%

76

79



17. A fanmily of indfgenas. The mother is wearing
the local style of huipil, the father 12 a
former alcalde. 7The basket contains maiw
for the next day's tortillas ¢ « ¢« v ¢ ¢ » ¢« « 86

18. A hougevwife making tortillas in ong of the poorer
homes. The clay platter to the left iz a
comal; in the right foreground is & pledra de
moler with its corresponding aguachihero . . » 96

19. Doing the wash at the largest public pila . + « « 97

20. Returning from the fields with a load of gircwood.
In the background is a faucet for the pruilfied
dr:l.nkingwatﬁr--.--....;.¢4-o¢93

21, Exterior of the Catholic CHuret o« ¢ o o ¢ « o ¢ « 102

22. The last night of a novena for a deceased perscen.
In the morning the stubs ¢f the candles will
be taken to the Catholic Church. It is
thought that ¢to keep them in the house would
¢au3&baﬁluczi.-.o..v‘u..-o.oo-lﬁ:!

23. A well~to-do family 1is celebrating its saint'a
day. 7The statue has been in the famlly over
ene hundred years. 2aguardiente, wine, beer,
Pepei~Cola, and other soft drinka are on the
tahle L ] [ ] L & [ & [ 4 L) » » & » ] [ - L » ® » » 104

24, Ixterior of the church of the Jchovah'e Wit~
nﬂ$$€’-’3.--toounoocca-.oio-olo.’

25. Interior of the church of the Jehovah's Wit
nesses, A vislting prcacher is speaking . . « 108

26, The interioyr of a classrocnm. The schooltcacher
is standing in the “cleanliness corner® which
kas toothbhrushes, conbs and cups hanging on
thﬁwallo-qcooocnigdn.-nc35113

27. 2nother view 0f the Classroom +» « « « « » o » o » 114

28. Learning agricultural skills in the garden plot
Cf the SChoNl o ¢ ¢ ¢« ¢ » « » « « » o « o s o 118

29, Schoolmasters welghing and reasuring two gtu-
dents in the public health clinic. The cups
in the foreground are for serving UNICEP milk. 119



30.

21.

32.
33.
34.
35.

7he alcalde (seated) and a regidor at work in
the Alcaldia v Juzgado de P22 « « « o o o

A regider, the slcalde (second and third from
the left) and threa ministriles, The elece
tric light buldb is o holdover from & village
flesta for which an electric generator had

boen mpOXLed o ¢ ¢ o 0 2 v o 2 6 « s e o

Fxterior of the alcaldia 5 » & = & & & e s
A private pilla and a straw of water + o « o &
another step in the preparation of tortillas

Buying maiz L & @ ] » A . & ¢ & & % » - « » ]

=i

»

122

127
128
147
150
151



IRTRODUOTION

This study presents the findings of a soclological sur-
vey vhich wag conducted in the cabecera mmicipal of the
mnicipio of Magdalena Milpas Altas in the departasento of
Sacatepequez, Guatemala.l The attention of the stuly is
prisarily focused on demogrxaphic composition snd trends, the
relations of the people to the land, and the major social
institutions. Levels and standards of living, as well as
soclial stratification, social differentiation, and social
mobility are also Qiscussged.

The Value and Use of This Study
The realieation is widespread among Guateamalan intel-

lectuals and government officials that intelligently planned
and directed human endeavor can lead to the improvement of
social conditioms in much of Guatemala. The first step in
such a process is necessarily the detemmination of exactly
vhat ends are cdesired, the second is the development of
neans for the attainment of such ends, and the third is the
application of intelligent human ¢ffort to those neans.

[FrSSp——— - e > —

la cabacera municipal is roughly equivalent to a county
seat, Despito the similarity of spelling, the Latin aneri-
can manicipio should not be confused with a United Etates
municipality. Instead, it corresponds more closely to a
county. A departamento is somevhat equivalent to a state in
the United States,

1



Pundamental to the application of social telesis is a sound
knowledge of the existing situation. The followinyg Qquota~
ticn, taken frem the study which served zs a2 model for the
present work, 1 just as appropriate hore aps it wag in its
original application:

gince the nation is confronted with serious prod-
lems arising out of the maldistribution of its popula-
tion, the £light of people ¢o the cities, the
lation of certain areas ond the utter lack of inhabi-
tants in others, low standaxds of living smong the
canpesinos [eountyy dwelleras of low, soclio-econtmic
gtates], great confusion end rmuch conflict arising out
of its systoms of surveyiny lends and recording the
titles to them, extreme social stratification 2nd the
relative weakness of the middle claes, the inzdequate
functioniny of schools and other social institutions,
and the marixed debility of local governnment, the need
for chjective, tested womgian on these aspacts of
social organization ia scute,

Inforaation regarding the existing state of affalrs may
be gathered in many ways. anthregologists, economists,
politicul scientists, geographers, novalists, and others
have all made contributions to the f£ield of knowledge re-
garding social conditions among the rural popalation of
Guatemsla, REowever, to the nuthor's knowledge, the present
voxrk 48 the first attempt which has been made to apply the

Uty A
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curcta: Tabio, A Siuly.in BEAL ESie) BxiRRATALIER.(resi-
T 01 n _Fural focial Ozganization (Wa
:l.ngton: 0.C.: United States Department of Agriculture,
1945), p. 2. 7This study was the £irst of its kind vhich was
Cong in Latin America and as such it has subsequently

scrved as o model for mony surveys of a similar nature.




techniquen developed by rural socislogists {n the United
States to a systenstic study 0f 2 rural Cuatemalan social
group.

The investigation of small local groups, “of societies
in mindature, " 1o ono of the bheat ways of acqguiring knowle-
edge about the great society which iz ultimatoely an eggre~
gate of theze smaller cellzs, The practical uses of data
gathered in such studies are aloo numerous, Ioesnl, state,
national, and intermaticonal planners must always rely on
painstakingly~gathered data 1f they ar¢ to carry out their
projects effectively and efficiently. Ons of the specific
chiectiven of thia study wag to provide the Instituto de
Futricidn de Centro América y Panang? with materizls to be
used in connection with 4tz matrition programs in Magdalenn
and similar areas.

Hethodology

The villegs of Moydalena Miipas wae selected as the
focal point for the study at tho requeést of INCAP, This in-
atitute has been conducting rezeaych in the locality for
some time and bad already won the canfidence of the local
populstion, The field work was carried out during a pericd
of approctimately two months,. The avthor resided in the vil-
lzge during the latter part of July, all of Auguet, and the
early days of Septembor of 1959. The first few days in the

L AL i s iy e ’ s » o iy s

3ror the sake of brevity this organiration will here-
after be designsted as INCAP.




£icld were Jevoted to o recommizance of the locality and in
making contact with the village lenders. A sthedule, Dased
on the one used in the Tabio stody? hut adapted to local cone
ditions, was thom preparzed. The noxt etep was the selection
of a representative sample of the households of the village.D
gince there wns good evidence that the village was divided
into two neighborhoods, it was decided that a stratified,
rzudem pample should ba obtainsd. oo information alrendy
possessed by DWAD, o nunerieal list was mads of all the
heads of households in the villnge. X nmbered sad folded
plip of papor for c¢ach of the houschoelds was then placed in
ong of two containersa, The glips ploced in the first oo
tainer repressnted the households located in one of the
neighhorbooda, and those in the second container represented
the haoussholds of the other nsighborhood., 2After they had
heen well mined, ome~half of the slips from ecach container
were drawn one at & time. A list of the houscholds melected
from each peigkbhorhood was then pmade zccoording to the ordarx
in vhich they were dravn. Starting at the top of each list
and working dowmard, the investigator attempted to intere
view o2 pany houscholds zs pocsible. If he was unable to
cemplete & schedule for one of the houeeholds, ho moved on
to the follewing one, One-third oX thoe houzebolds from each

‘s,
SVa!.uablu technical advice concerning the ssmpling pro-

cedure enployed was supplied by Dr. Miguel Guemin, hoad of
the statistical section of INCAP.




neigthorhood had heen interviewed gt the ¢nd of the tiwe
period availsdle for field worlk. The remainder of the time
spent in the fleld was dedicated to the completicn of the
schedules, o the confucting of informal interviews, to trips
into the surrcunding countryside, and to the taking of photo-
graghs. The rascarcher was particularly fortumate to hawve
the ald of Zenarita Bertha Meondirazbal during the completion
of the schedules, Sefiovita Mendizabal was well-kaown and
1iked by all of the villagers. She was exceptionmally sue-
ceasful in establishing rapport with the women of the house-
hold end in obtaining that informstlon which could best be
supplicd by the females. The procedure normally follored was
to contact the womsn first and through her to set up an
interview with the male head of the honachold, In this
manaer the weiter was enabled to locate the male at work in
the fisld or to return in the eveuiny to conmplete the sched-
ule, The system gave excellent results. The nen seemsd to
appreciate the courtesy involved in esteblishing a tima for
the interview vhich would de most convenlent for thea. They
were nearly alwayes punctual and very hospitable as well as
cooperative in supplying information. In most cases they
pecimed czger to Le very exuact in thely replies, often div-
cuszing the ¢uestions with other menborg of the honechold and
on ontasion supplying decumentrry evidence. The intexviower
vas directly rebuffed only once, although the head of one of
the wealthicst houselhiolds in the villuge deliberately (and



successfully) evaded belng interviewed, Weekly trips were
made tc the capital to consult with technicians of INCAP and
various other organizations.® when the investigator re-~
turned to the University of Florida, the schedules were
coded and the pertinent data transferred to International
pusiness tachine cards, HNost of the analysis and tabulation
of the data was then carried out at the gtatistical labora-
tory of the university. The final step in the preparation
of the study was the interpretation end presentation of the
findings.
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6ruch information was gathered by means of these inter-
viows which helped the researcher to better understand the
broader circumstances vhich egerved 2s the setting for the
specific situation with vhich he was dealing. Among the or-
ganizations visited were the DBanco acional Agrario,
Direccidn General de Asuntos Igrarios, Direccién General de
Tatad{stica, Instituto de Pomento Municipal, Institute In-
digenista Nacional, Ministerio de 2gricultura, Ministerio de
Comunicacicnes, Servicio Cooperativo Interamericano de Agri-
cultura, focledad de Ceografia e Historia €de Cuatemala,
Socic-Tducativo rural.,



CEAPTER X

TEE VILIAQE: ITB GEOGCRAPHICAL BETTING
AHD HIBTORICAL BACRGROUMD

Fagdalena Milpasz Altas, popalation 1,240 in 1957, io
the cadecera mmicipal of the munieipio of the seme name and
forms a part of the departamentn of Sacatepegues, Xt is lo-
cated in the mid-western highlands of Guatemala.

Magdalenal 1e situsted at the end of a winling, dirt
road that drops eteeply southwaxrd for zbout thres kilometers
until Lt joina the departmental highway. %The junction lies
about eight kilometers fyrom the city of antigun to the east
end thirty-seven from the national capital to tho west,

The Ceagrarhical Setting
Magdalena perches on one of the higher points of ths
mountains that separate the two metropolises mentitmed above,
and a f£ine view of Guatemala City can bs had from several
locations in and around the wvillsge. The altitude $s 6,137

et
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lnereinatter, the neme Magdalena Milpas Altas or its ab-
breviation, Magdalena, will refer o the cabecera unless
otherwise stated,
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feet above rea levolr? and, although the municipio is located
at 5 latitude of sprroximately 14 degrees (well within the
tropica), thers prevails gn averzge temperature of 61.9
degress Fahrenheit. The thermumeter stazts to drop in
Eovenber and reaches o low in Pebruary vhen snow has been
knoun to fall.

The cold period is acconpanied by bitter winds which
generally blow from the north-portheast, 7IThey increasa from
Bovexiber tO February and cause the thin, ill-clad people to
feel the lowered temperatures more intensely than sn actual
thermometer reading might scem to warrant. There 18 a xainy
season which beging townrd the lant of May and ends during
the firat Liftecn days of October. The heaviest rains are
registored during June and Septesber, but there is generally
a slacking of precipitation in the monthy of July and August.
The aversge anncal rainfall 43 39.4 inches.

Since the lecation is mountainous, the cloud formation
is mmch affected by varying windsy but cummlus and strato-
cumilng are prevalent. Cirrus snd medium-altitude clouds are
frequent during the warmer periods,

The £oll in the Magdalena myrea 18 of a type known &%
aAlotenango and is only found on fairly steep, volcanic

ARG ity mon IR b, R R RS A PRl
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“ohere seems to be some disagrecment as to the exact
altitude, and other sources have mentioned figures which
rarge as high as 11,070 fecty dbut the author has chosen to
use the ficure given him by Selior Claudio Urrutin, the 4l
rector of the Guatemalan Naticnal thservatory, who also pro~
vided the ¢climatic datn presented here.



slopes., It is generally quite free of stones, and the topsoil
iz dark brown and slichtly acidic., According to the Sexvicice
Coopexativo Interamericano de Agricultura, from which these
data were ocbtained, this soil is perhaps better suited to tho
planting of coffee than for growing the traditicnhal maise.

The vegetational formations of the surrounding area are
typlcal of the ecological zone known as the Zona Montons Baija
Tropical Iimeda. The pinus pecudostrobus, a variety of vhite
pine, and several kinds of cak are predouinant in the natural

growth. Peach, apple, plum, quince, and pear trees are the
kinds most cultivated by the residents,

lidstorical Sackground

In pre-Columbian times the area surrounding Magdalena
vag the home of the Cakchiguel Indiens, a hranch of the lin-
guistic group known o8 the Maya. They secm to have been a
fierce pecple and were often at war with the strong, nelgh-
boring Quiché nation. Nevertheleszs, the Cakchicuels were,
at first, ready to accept the arrival of the Speniards
pecacefully and welcome them ag friends. Then, in 1523, Don
Pedro de Alvarado began his conguest of the regilon. Iils
cruel actions exasperated the Cakchiquelsy and, in 1524,
they roee in revelt., 3y 1528, the rovolt had been completely
suppressed, and the people had been rounded up by force and
established in villages. Many of these villages still exist
and Magdalena may be one of them. The carliest record of

Magdalena found by the writer conaslsis of marriage registers
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that are in the hands of the local pricst. Thess date from
the year 16C3, PFuentes y Curmin, writing in 1699, mentions
the village as one ©f “*the towns they call the Milpas Al-~
tae"3 and degeribes it briefly, According to this cronists
(ehronicler), Kagdalena contained 170 vecines who wers “rude
in spirit snd behavier like all Cokchiquels.*4 There was a
£ine, well-appointed church in which the services were con-
ducted in the netive tongue.

In 1770 spother cronista, Qortds vy Larrar, found 148
fomilies containing 562 persons in the village.S Re lamen-
ted the lack of o echool and went on to express horror at
the drunkenness which sccompanied local religious celebhra~
ticna.

from that point to the prasent, the thread of Hagds-
lens's development s lost, According to the Direccidn

I M - L MM . ol

3rrancisco Antonio de Tuentes Yy Gurmdn, Recordacin
Plorids (Cuatamala: Sociedad de Geograffa e Historia, 1932),
Vol. VI, Toxo 1, p. 404, Literslly translated, the nzme
Milpas Altzas mepns *high corafields®: although, in general
use, nilpa refers to any cultivated plot of « The
word 1s of Mexican or Hahuatl origin. According to locsal
inforpants, “ailpa® would be phanetically rendered zs *sbhif”
in the dielect of Cakchiguel spoken in Magdalena. Place
names of Mexican origin are not at all uncommon in this
region ¢f Cuatemala.

41hid. The term vecino was uszed to designate the head
of a family who wao aleo a lendownex., The total populaticn,
tharefore, would have been much larger,

AR -

Spedro Cortés y Larrarz, Descrinciin Geogréfico-Moral de
1a DiScesis de Conthemala {&&%?mlaz tociedad de Geografia
e Historin de Guatemala, 19%8), Vol. XX, Toemo 1, pp.28-29,
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Figure l.--Map of the village of Magdalena Milpas Altas
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vigure 2.~-i00king north from the top of

the Catholic Church.
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Figure 3.--Looking southeast from the
top of the Catholic Church. A school is in
the foreground. One isolated farmstead can
be seen in the upper right hand corner.
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Figure 4.-~Looking north xlong the main
thoroughfsve of Magdalena.



General de Latadfistica do Guatemala, even the date of ite
incorporation as a municirio {» onknown,.

The General Hature of the Community
Reological asepects,.--Nearly all of the roughly 200 sitios
(house lots) lie sgueezed between two deep ravines which
restrict the width of the village and have caunsed it to grow
intc an elongated rectangle. %he village slopes from nporth
to eouth up the side of La Cunbre, a tall hill from the
crost of which one nmay lock down the far side to the blue
waters of Lake Amatitién. Most of the homes line four long,
strajght streets. All of these are anteep, unpaved, and gule
1ied. They xrun the length of the sottlement froo north to
south and are crossed an uneven intervals by shorter omes so
ga to form irregulerliy-sized (but mostly rectangular) man-
renas® 4in the central part. The peripheral manzanas are
greatly varied in both sirze mnd chave,

Faligicus, political, znd social differences have #plit
the larger locality group into twoe distinct nelghborhoods.
These small locality groups oy be £3id to ba geparated by a
line which runs plong the upper e¢dge of the contral plaza.
The larger of the w0 llen lowest on the slope. Another
group of geversl menzanas vhich jut to the left of the lower
portion of the village iz known to the local dwellers az San
Higuelito, dut the reasons for this distinction are not
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SA group of house lots unseparated by a strest.
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Pigure 5.--The intericr of 2 molinge de
nixtamal .
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clear. The suthor hes followed the lead of Adams in inclo-
ding it with the barrio ds shaie’? (lower neighborhood).

Various types of social differentiation are well-devel-~
oped within the community. Noevertheleas, thore still exists
& strong sense of golidarity which con be zeen in thoe manner
in vihich individual nenbers arve defénded by the group
agntm wolestation by ocutaiders.

wo other locality groups gre found in the municiplo,
They are the aldeas® of Buena Vista end can Miguel. The
firut of these oy be conasidered as a neighhorhood that is
rather weekly united to the cabecera by religious, economic,
and social ties, The second sewss to be united to the ca-
becerns ohly by the political coincidence of belonging to the
sane sunicipio,
$he functions of the cowmmnity.--pagdalena posseases six
emall stores, two cantinas, two butcher shops, two molinos
de nixtamal (mills for grinding corn), several tailers, vare
icuz carpenters, osnd a barber shop. 8Still, lilke many an-
other tiny latin 2merican conmmity, it cannot ecatisty all
of the econonic needs of its nenbers. The major lack fv &
market for buving and selling. For these activities the in-
habitants gencrally go ¢o either 2ntigua or Guatemala City.
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TRichard Adams, "Informe Proliminar Scbre la Organiza-~
cién focial de Megdalena Hilpas Altas, * Antropologfa e Nis-
Lﬂwtwsm,,tm_,,,_,, }5: vVel. XIX, Bo. 4, (Miﬂa 1951 .

9. .

8an aldea 43 a populated place of 1,000 parsons of less
vhich has a school, a government official, and a cemetery.
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There ig also a gmall entunt of comerce with Amatitlén
geveral miles over the hill to the south,

tn the other hand, participation by tho villpgers in
religicus, political, and recreational affairs, ns well as
thelir use of medical treatment is almost entively confined
to Magdalenn, Most of these sexvices ara roavragsented by the
publiz bufldings gronped around the ctntral plaza. %he Al-
caldla ¥ Jurgado de Paz,® the Catholic church, two achools,
thz public health clinio, and a swimaing pool are located
there. Another achool, ths church of the Jehovah's Wit-
nessen, ths sloughter house, and the football f£field are
geattored ghout in the lower barrio. The cemetery is lo-
cated a short distance east of the village,
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9rhis Building, calied the fuzgado for short, houses
the local governcent,




CHAPTER XX

TEE PORULITION

Hoet of the information in thie chapter vhich pertains
to the mmnicivio snd its eud-divinions bhags been drovn frem a
local censuz taken in 1957.1 Comparable datn for the nation
a2 a vhole in that year are not available. This shorteoming
is recompensed hy the fact that the data in the regional cen~
sus are much more dotalled than thore avallobhle by municiplo
in the genersl cwmery of the 1950 census,?

Novertheleoss, comparisons of local conditions with
thoze of the nation az a vhole are sometines felt to be
errential. In these instances the data for the nation are
drzwn from the 19350 censgus or later sourcesz and thoze for the
manicinie from the 1957 regional cemsuza. Whenever such con-
parisons arce made, it 1s because the suthar feels that noth-
in7 has ocourred during thoe time interval which would have
atguificantly altered the comparability of the Gata.

some cupplementary datas have been taken from the 81
schodules vhich were completed during the months of Mmly,
Augunt, and Septerber of 19259. All of the households
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logicina Permanente del Censo, “Censo Regional® (Guate-
rala: Direccifin Goeneral Jde ratadfestics, 1937).

20exto Censo_de Podlacidn (Cuatemale: Direccidn General
de Eztadistica, 1950},
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interviesed were located in the cabecera municipal,

Reber and Distribution

Aecording to the regional censas taken in 1957, the
punicipio of Hagdalena Milpas Altas contained 1,804 persons.
The area of the municipio i2 adbout 8 square kilometers;
therefore, the density of population would have been roughly
225.5 perxr square Riloweeter. This is a high population den-
sity for a rural area. It should be noted that the alti-
plano is the moat densely populated portion of Guatemala,
The highland departamento of Sacatepequasz, of which this
panicipio 1z a part, had a porulaticn density of 129 4n
19502 the national average was ocnly 28.

The inhadbitants of the puniciplo aro divided among
three Aistinctly szeparated centers-~the cabecera and two
aldeas, In 1957 the cabetrra contained ), 240 persons: and
the aldean of 2an Miguel and Buena Vista had 362 and 202
pernons, respectively.

Composition
Residence.~~Even Hagdalena, the largest of the mmnicipio's
population clusters, is dlistinctly rural., Thie 48 tyue bhoth
according to the census definitiond and in the sociological
sense, Almost the entire population is completely dependent

Pen—— o~ Mgy e A A iy PR ’ L el o

3144, In Guatemala a population center must contain
2,000 persons or 1,500 and & watexr system in order £o be
clagzified 2s urban,
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on agriculture for its support, and the area is practically
devoid of thae services and phyzical zcecoutrements to be
found 1n a modernm city.

Rpnce, ethnic groupn, and nativity.--0nly the wvhite and Imndian
races have figured significantly in the racial makeup of the
manicipio. All evidence indicates that the latter has con-
tributed overwhelningly to the racinl nixture.

Through popular uzage the Guatemalen population has be-
m divided into two cthnic groups known as ledinos and
Indfgenna. The Cuatemslan census also divides the popula~
tien Into theme two ethnological groupingn. In very general
terms, the lading may be 22id to be more attunod to modern
western culture, vhile the indfgena iz more closely linked
ts the mixture of indigencus and Spanish cultures of colo-
nial times.

Although race oy be onoe of the distinguishing factors,
it 1o by oo means the only one. Such conslderations as
dress, lzngunge, and cuztoms are more Lmportant. Since
there are no hard and fast criteria which hold txrue in all
parts ¢f the country, conszus chumeratore are instructed to
be guided by local cpinion.?

The 1957 census coumted 581 leadinoz in the entire muni-
¢ciplo of Magdalenn Milpas Altas, Of thess, 3681 resided in
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41hid4. For an excellent study of the way in which thete
critaeris may vary from place to place, nes Antonic Goubaud
Carrert, "El Grupo Dtnico Indfgenas Critexios pera su Defi-

nicién, " Boletin del Instituto Indigenista Nacional, Vols. I-
Y, (1945-1949), Pp. 526, '



22

San Miguel, 104 in BDuena Vista, and the remmining 56 in Mag-
dalena. This meana that the latter villege, which is the
Primary concern of this study, had o popualation vhich was
about 92% indigena.

rlthough Mzgdalefios who are ladinos zutomatically belony
to the upper class of the village socio-politically, they &
0ot nocessarily constitute sn econcmic elite, For the most
part they are dependent on agriculture for thelr living, end
there are fomilies of (adfgenas who are ogually as wealthy
or woalthier,

¢f the 1,240 persone residing in Magdalena in 1957, &
totel of 1,154, or 93.1% had beon born in the village. The
other 66 people were born in other municiplos of Lacatepe—
gques or in other departamentos, The Cuatenalsn census em-
ploys the da facto baszis in its counts of the population,.
Therefore, come ©f the 86 migrants were more or less impere
manently settled. 2Zrong the new arrivals who will probably
not spend the rest of thelr lives in the little village are
the owner of a bus line, the szecretary of the municipio, the
urmarried female school teachers, and the social workers.
On the other hand thers are several fanilies which have
moved to Magdalenn, bought ilnnd, and give evidence of be-
coning permanently establizhed.
2ge,~~An age-sex pyramid for the entire coumtry in 1950 and
ens for the manicipio 4n 1937 are shown in Pigures 6 and 7.
Both pyramids reveal an age distribution in line uwith that
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Figure 6.--Age~sex pyramid for Guatemala, 1950
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which one wvould expect to £ind in populations having & high
birth rate snd a high death rate.® The population is
heavily concentrated in the younger age groups with gradually
Gecreasing percenteges in tho upper age groups. In 1957,
ebout 40.7% of the population of the municiplo was less than
15 years of uge, 55.7% was hetween the ages of 15 and €5,
vhile only 3.€% had pagsed the ege of 65, In 1950, the na-
ticn an a vhole had a population in which 42.3% of the people
were less than 18 years of age, 55.5% were from 13 to €5
years old, and 2.2% had reachied or passed thely GE5th year,
Both of these pyranids represent the general type cne would
expect to £ind for most Latin Americon countries and thelr
agricultural arevas,

gince the attention of this thesis is primarily focused
on the cabecera, it iz unfortunate that sge data for 4t can~
not be aeporated from that of the rest of the mmiciplo.
Migration, which 18 one of the factors wvhich infiuvence the
age atructure of any population, mey differ significontly
among the three population centers of the mmicipio,
Bax.~~The ratio between the gsexes in Magdelema in a subject
vhich woeuld bear further investigntion. In 1950, the gensus
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Sthe numercus in and out jogs of the pyramid for Hadga-
lena tenpt an explanaticon, and there are many vhich conld be
advanced. Thiz is a temptation wihich sust be rezisted be-
cause of the emall nurber of cares (1,804) involved. A com-
parison of the two pyramids can be moye profitably considexed
28 an ¢xample of haw differences vhich may bea due to chance
are eliminated shon one iz working with a larger universs,
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reportod a total of €00 males znd 827 Zfemales rosiding in
the entire cuniciplo. 7This Qives n cex ratio of 97 males
for evoyy 100 fexales., Unfortunately, the data 42 only pre-
sented by municiplor 0 the Zcx ratio for the cahecera in
19850 camnot bo ohtained., In 1957, accordlng to figuresz pro-
sented in the regional consug, a total of 967 males end 837
fetales were living in the suniciplo. These figures give &
sex ratio of 116 males par 200 femnles, It 15 highly un-
1ikely that the apparent chatge in the sex ratio between the
vears 1950 and 1957 wonld have occurred through the workings
of chance. Imfortunstely, however, the zutbhor knows of no
occurrence which wonld definitoly eplain the variation.

The data in the 19257 reglonal census are presented in &
panner vhich allows the making of compariszona between the sex
ratios of the ¢hreo population centers within the borders of
the mmicipio (see Tebhle 1). ¥ithin the mmicipio the pro-

TABLE l.=«Population by sex and populated
places within the manicipio, 1957
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Bex
riace Total Male Pemale Rstio
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¥agdalena 1240 666 8574 116
gan Migucl 32 190 172 110
Euena Vista 202 111 1) 8 123

dumplias “wihiiber eyl i

Total 1804 987 837 11¢
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portion of men to women fluctuated from a high of 121 in the
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aldea of Buena Vista, to 116 in Magdalenza, and a low of 110
in the aldea of San Miguel., Agricultural arcas gencrally
have & higher proportion of males than females, but the ratios
cited above aro sonmewhat more tnbalanced than cne would
anticipate. Indeed, they are moxe in line with what one
would expect to £ind in sparsely populated, frontier regions
such as Escuintla, Izadal, and Pl Petén. In 19850, these
departanentos had sgex raticos of 122, 114, and 122 respec-
tively, In 19%0, the naticn as a whele had a sox ratis of
102. In the seme year the rural indfgenas throughout the
nation had a sex rotio of 104. 7This i noteworthy because
the popmtlation of Magdalena is eatirely rural snd 92% in-
dfgena. Another interesting circumstance is the fact that
the indfgenas of Cuatemala are one of the few populations in
the world among vhich men have a lenger life expectancy in
all sge groups than <o the women, &

It 13 post likely that the imbalance hetween the sexas
ia primarily cauzed by a heavy migration of women from the
villago. Probably the nearby city of cuatemala (and perhaps
Antigua) draws many women in search of domestic employment
frcm Magdalena.

Marital condition.--The Cuatexalan census classifies the
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Scuatemala, Boletfn Estadfetico, Nimero S4, lMarzo-
rbril, 1955.
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population into those who axe single, married,”’ in common law
unions, widowed, and divorced. It alszo presents the varisus
categories by five-year age groups so that the age factor can
e included in the following analysis.

Various marital groups by age are graphically shown for
the nation as a whole in 1950 (Figure 8) and the municipio
in 1957 (Pigure 9). It ia felt that the situation in Magdaw
lena is much like that in the mmnicipio as a vwhole. If the
gnaller peaks and dips of the curves for the municipio are
ascribed to chance variatiens (a8 is very likely in a popu~
lation =0 small), it will be seen thnt the general tenden-
cies in both grarhs are very similar.,

goth in Magdalenz an@ the nation, females begin to
leave the single category earxlier than males, In both pepu-
lations, only a 2mzll nuxber of persons of both sexes are
zingle during their middle years. There seems to be a re~
gsurging of single women in the later ages, This could be
due to the fact that women who had been living in conmon law
unions and vho had lost their mates now roported themselves
as single.

After the age of twenty, large proportions of the popu-
lation in both political units are living in & "married”
state. I£ church, civil, and coamuen law unions are consi-

dered, very few pergons pass through the middle years in an

-e L p L il i il

71hia group includes those who have been married by the
church, by civil ceremony, or both.
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unved condition. The comxnon 1w wnion is the ono vhich cecns
noat prevalent both in the mation and in Magdalena. In the
older ages, larger percentages of males than females =re
found in the conjugal etate.

Tha nusber of widowed in the early zge groups is negli-
gidle for both populstions., For the nation as a whole, the
muher of wvidows startes to risa at an earlier age than the
nurher of vidowers, It docs not exceed the mmder of women
in the single category until shout the sge of Fifty. Thie
12 Sup in part to the reported inercase in the percentages
of single wvoman which begins about the time vhen widows be~
gin to enter thoe popunlation in noticeadble amounts. This
circunstance iy be due to the mis-reporting theory advanced
in the paragraph dealing with the single., With regard to
the punicipio, the situntion is differont encugh to invite
ecae comment. In this case it 4s tha male vho predominates
enong the widowed until ohout the pge of fifty. Considering
the omall sizo of the population, not ruch aignificanco can
be attached to this fact.®

The separated and divorced sre not shown on the graphs
since they included only one person in the entire municipio.
Occupation.~-The local census of. 1957 classified both males
end females into the active and inactive categories, The
data are presented for the mmicipio as a whole, All persons
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aonlr twenty-£2ive widowers and twenty-six widows were

counted in the entire punicipio in 1957,




32

seven Years ©f age or older were guesticned as to theiyx
ocoupational status during the month (Harch, 1957) preceding
the taking of the census. The extreme youth of those con-
sidexed to e potentinl meunbers of the ladbor force is worth
noting.

In the scoacmically imactive cateogory were 535 housoe
wives, 165 students, 3 invalids, and 1 uncaploved porson.

In additicn, thare were 423 children under the age of seven.
1f the figures for the cconcmically insctive are sumned,

they give a total of 1,129 persons, or 63% of the popula~-
tion. This is a high proportion for the 675 actively engaged
pexsons to support.

0f those in the active category, S$41, or 81%, were
listed ag directly employed in agriculture. Farm operators
constituted by far the layvgest segnent (74%) of the agricul-
turally engnged. They mubered 399 individuals. The noxt
largest group was made up of 78 unpaid menbers of the opor-
ators' fomilies., The remnining 67 individuals woere pgricul-
tural laborers. Of these, 57 woere stealdily exployed and 10
were day ladborexrs.

The rest of the ecohomically active population wan di-
vided aa follows: 13 persons in comnmerce, 7 non-agricultural
laborers, 6 echool teachera, 3 construction workers, 3 office
workers, 3 bakers, 2 soclal workers, 2 midwives, 2 carpenters,
1 bus driver, 1 butcher, 1 cook, 1 barber, 1 seamstress, and
86 persons for whom data wera not avallable.
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Although this list gliveas ths resder 2 good idex of the
type of pexvices to be found in the municipio, it dosss not
present a wholly accurate ploture of ¢thelir availability. In
addition, this investigator's chscrvations during his stay
in Magdslena lead him to believe that nany of those lizted
as engaged in non-zsgoicultural pursuits are alezo part-tine
fasnmera. Rarve indeed iz the head of a houselnld vho does
not have at least ome little plot of ground planted with
COTT.

he most signtficant points brought ocut by the census
data are the extreme inportance of agriculture in the econom-
ic 14ifo of the municipio and the large mumber of farm opera-
tors present,. This investigator classified the 81 heads of
househiolds intaxviewed into the following categosien: 71
operators, 5 sgricultural laborers, 4 non-agriculturnl
Iaborere, and 1 ccononmically inactive person. Three of those
clagsificd as agricultural laborers had no land at all,
vhile the other two only poseseszed small plotz. All but one
of thoze classificd ar non-agricultursl labhorers pongsessed a
falyr anount of land but when Questioned stated that they
were nore dependent on the incomes from thelr other occupa-
tiens.

Peligion.-~In the sixteenth century the Epanish conguerors
brought the Catholic religion to the indigenous peoples in
the area surrounding Magdalena. From that time until re-

cently, the little village had been traditionally Catholic.
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The Catholis church is by far the wost imposing building in
the village, and it haz boen standing therxe for at least 200
vears. Vestigez of the helilefs and cerxcaonles of the pre~
conguest faith azo no longer Obaervable. I they suxvive,
it is in the Polklore and superstiticns of the peopla.

The religions homogenaity of the village has lately
been disturiad, prabadhly within tha last thirty-edd years,
by the conversioa of a sigaificant nunber of Magdalelios to
the raligious sect Rnown as Jehwvah'as Hitnesses. The exact
aumer of theas gvangelistas is hard to deternine. The con-
zue provides no data on this point and the villagers are
very vague in thelr estimates. The investigatar would cal-
culata that thore are sbout 150 in the cabocera 2t present,
Thin religious nincority 1s an important eleaent in theo zfo-
cial AiZforentiation which exists in the villzge. This asg-
post will ba treated more fully in another part of the
theaisz.

Iducational status.--The suxbher of litorates in the mani~
cinio az a wvhole is preszented by age and sex in the 1957
consus,. Theze data were used to calculate the percentages
of literacy for the varicus age and sox groupings szhowm in
Table 2.

The municipio as a vhole had & literucy rate of 43.4
axcng the population seven yoars of age and oldaer. This
figsure comparey very favoradly with the literacy rate of 28.1
for the e¢ntire nation in 1930. It 18 alzo a alight
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irproversent over the rate for the municipic in 1950, vhich
was 46.1. Thie lagt fart iz interesting since it 45 in
TADIE 2.~-Percentages of literacy among

¢ha population seven years of age pisd
aover in the municipio by age and sex,

1257
Both
Jge Sexan Hale Forale
7-9 12.5 10.7 13,3
10-14 67.2 71.6 &l.7
15-19 ¢4.1 77.7 46.6
et Lt 60,5 74,3 480.1
30-39 48.6 67.3 6.8
‘19“"49 ‘;3 13 ﬁﬁ ur7 35 .ﬂ
50-59 4.6 38.8 4.3
60-65 32.4 40 .0 2.4
79"’1!’ 25:7 40 ..ﬂ 13 » 3
oo L 8.6 a3.2 25.0
-
B~
ticn 48.4 60.7 335
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asccord with thoe general tryend illustrated by Table 2. It can
be sezon that the percontage of thoze vho can read znd urite
tends ¢o decrease an age increases.? “his tendency is good
evidence that the local schoolz have been doling an incroasw
ingly effectiva jocb over the years.

A marked difference In the edicational statusz of malea
and fepales 12 2120 apparent. The males have higher litevacy
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S1he low percentage of literates mmong those sged sevan
to nine is probably due to the fact that most of the children
ﬁlﬁdﬁ kad not been in school long encugh to laarn to read
and write.
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rates for all age groupings oxcept the firse.
Since the census data arae only presented for the muni-

cipio as a whole, it iz finpossible to give specific informa-
ticn for the cabecera, BHowever, the investigator feels that
literacy is probably highest in Magdalena since, in his
opinion, the best schools axe located there. %The achools
will be discuszsed further in the part of this theois which
is devoted to the zoclial institutions.

Fertilicy

The nature of the data vhich are available makes it
posaible to enploy two indexes in order to estimate the
approximate rate at which the local population is zvepro-
ducing itself.
The crude birth rate.--Data regarding the births and deaths
registered in the municipio during the years 1950 to 1937
inclusive were supplied by Ing. Jorge Arions B, Chief of the
Department of Stulles and Analysis of the Dirvecciln General
de Estadlatica. By using these data in conjunction with the
total population figures available for 1950 and 1987, the
crude birth rates were cemputed which are shown in Tadble 3,10

wr W

Bl 0 T e

[Tt L TP SRRy TR Y Y -~

10population estimates were necessary in order to com-
pute the birth rates for the years 1951 to 1957. The esti-
mated populations were arrived at in the following manner:
the munber of deaths registerod in each year was subtracted
from the auwber of births registered in the sama yenr. This
gives the net increase for that year. In order to allow for
migration, 47% (see the section on migration) of ths natural
increase was deducted. This gives a net increase for the
year in queation. The net increase was then added to the
nunber of persons estimated to hava been living in the
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Cne of the disadvantages encountered in the use of the
crude birth rate is that complete registration of births is
often lacking. This tends €0 produce apparent birth rates
wvhich are unrealistically low., In the present instance, how-
ever, the very magnitude of the estimated hirth rates gives
evidence that registration of births is probably quite com-
piete in the mmicipic of Magdalena. 11

It iz instructive to comnsre the rate of reproduction
in Magdalena with that of the nation as a wvhole as well an
its two ethnic divisions, aAnnual birth rates for tho na-
tional population and itz (ndfigens and ladino sectors are
availesble for the years 1950 through 1957.12 7he estimated
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punicipio at the end of the previous year. The shove proce-
dure was repeated for each of the years shown. The total
population (1,627) reported for the municipio in April, 1950,
wvas used as a base for the subseguent estimates. For this
reason only three-fourths of the births snd deaths reglotered
in 1950 were used to estimate tha total population of the
mmicipio at. that year’s end. As a check, the total popule~
tion of the municipio estimated for April, 1957, {in this
case emploving only one~-fourth of the births and deaths reg-
istered in that yvear) was compared with that zpotually re-
ported by tha census taken in April, 1957. The two figures
tallied sxactly. The estimated bhirth rates for each year
were errived at in the conventicnal manner, i.e,., undber of
births/Total population x 1,000, Perhaps it shoulld be noted
here that the total pomulation at mid-yesar rather than at
vear's end is generally employed in calculating the crude
birth rate. However, this differsnce in procedure is of

very ninoy importance.

1lrhe birth of a child must be registered in the al-
caldfa, under penalty of a £ine, within approximately eight
days of the occurrence. Nevextheless, it is very possible
that a small nunher of births do not get registered,

12cuatemala, Boletin Estadfstico, Bémeros 3-4, Marzo-
Abril, 1958. T ST
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birth rates for the municiplo during that B-yéar period give
an averags rate of 49, Thls corxesponds very clogely o the

TADLE J.~annual meder of births ond deaths registered and
crude bizth and death rates per 1,000 pogulation, Magdalena
Milpas Altas, 1950-195%7

SpnpmEiinle < et durty. s 2 ot a0 paled L i o b A o or-shabiiiingein

Sdasie -
P ]

3st1?atea
995% §§;““' Hanber Hunher Crude Crude
Year 1mnicipio of Births of Deaths Birth Death
zad
1050 1635 76 56 47 34
1981 1668 80 34 54 20
1982 1687 87 46 52 27
‘1953 1698 76 86 45 33
19%4 1738 o8 28 57 16
1958 1759 82 37 47 3 §
1886 1799 102 27 58 15
1957 1810 68 30 38 17
Annnsl
Avrorage 1724 85 a9 49 23
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average birth rate of the pation as a whole {50) é&uring the
eame peried, On the other hand it is slightly lower than
the average birth rate (53) for the ind{genas in the nation
as a vhole and slightly higher than the average rxate {48) for
the ladino zector of the national population during the sane
perind. The posulation of the mundcipio in 47% ladivo. 1If
the registration of births had been scparated for the cabe~
cers during the period 1950 through 1957, the birth rates
they would give would proebably correspond very closely to
those estinated for the mumicipio as a vhole,
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The fertility ratio.——By using the detaliled &ata regarding age
and asex in the 1957 reglonal census, it is possible Lo cospute
the fertility ratio for the mnicipio in that year. The pro-
cedare eoployed may be written as follows: awber of children
wader 5 years of age/Muber of vomen aged 18 0 49 X 100 »
rertility retio. oy means of this index it vas fomd that (n
1247 there were 74 chiléren less then § years of age for

overy 100 woszen butween the ages of 185 o 49. A fertility
ratio of this magnitude can be thought of as approximately
equal to a crude birth rate of 46.23 a fertility ratio com-
puted on the basies of age and sex figures for April, 1987,

can be considered en index of the "effective fertility'ld for
the five-year poriod bogimning in April, 1952. Therefore,

for purposes of comparison an average cruds hirth rate of 51
wae cstimeted for the municipio during that period.l® suen

& large difference hetween the latter rate and the one arrived
at by means of the fertility ratio suggesta that a laxge

L e o Y
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13ehe tranaformation may be sccomplished by means of the

formula Y2 .4940.65X, with X designating the fextility ratio
and ¥ the cxude birth rate.

Cf. 7. Lynn Cmith, Pundamentals
of Population study (Wew York: J.B. Lippincott Company,
1%60), pp. 2890~297.

14that is to pay that it slso takes into consideraticn
the nuber of daaths z2nong the children born within the five-

yeat:a period just previocus to the date for which it is com~
puted.

“Jwgrage births, April, 1952 to April, 1957/average
population, April, 19352 to April, 1957 » 1,000. Only three-
fouxtha of the total population as wall as the births regio-
tered in 1952 and cne-fourth of the total population and
registered births of 1957 were included in the computation.
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rortion of the children in the mmicipio die bhefore they
reach five yeors of age,

Doth the cyude birth rate and the fertility ratio ore
oaly rough approximationa of the yate ot vhich a population
s reprofucing itself. Nevertheless, thelr mpplication to
the aituation at hend glives ample evidence that the women of
both the municipio and the cabecers (nz well ns the nation as
& whole) are giving birth at zn extrenely ropld rate,

Mortality

The estirated death rates for the municipio which are
shovn in Table 3 were coupited 4n a mamner analogous €O that
described for tha birth rates in the previcus section. It
15 censidered that registration of deaths in the municipio is
even more complete than that of birthse. Deaths must de regls-
tered, under the penalty of a £ine, within twenty-four hours

£ ¢the ocourzencd, A certificate thus chtained is regquired

before a hurial muy take place in one of the local cemeteries.

Although an inspoction of the annual crude death rates
suggeets that the high mortality zates in the municipio may
be decreasing, it must be remnendered that the apparent trend
could be simply due to the large fluctuationz one always
encounters when vorking with such a emall population. On the
other hand the author lo inclined to think that they may also
be due (ot least in small measure) to the beneficial effects
of the cstablishnment of a public health clinic and & United
Nations Intexnational Children's Duergency Pand mills program



in thoe cabecera in 1953, He is alco confident that the es-
tzhlisltaent of a purificd vater systen in 1936 will even~
tually have a positive effect on local death rutes,

Tha average crude death rata (23) for the municiplo
Suring the yeéars 1950 ¢o 1957 corresponds fairly clozely €9 22,
the average rate for the nation 28 a whole during that pore
icd. ©On the other hand 1t 19 slightly lower thon the average
ratae (28) for the indigenns in the nation as a wvhole and
distinotly higher than the average rate (16) for the ladino
sector of the national popalation during the same poriod 16

Infant mortality is conaiderably lower fox the ladino
sectar of tha Cuztemelan population than for the indfgenas.
Honstheleza, both ethale groups had very hich infant mor-
tality rates ap late as 1955, In that year 95 out of evecy
1,080 ¢hildren born amony the ladino population died deforxe
they had attaincd ene yeaxr of zge. In the samo yvesr the
£igure was 107 infant deaths for every 1,000 live bizxths
among the indfgena population,t?

There i3 no data availcshle for the manicipio which deals
specifically with infant mortslity. HBowever, sooe conclu-
sicne npay be drawvn in other ways. In the zoction on

- e PR Ay v iy Al T aupiine RSNy

16rhe average rates for the nation as a whole and its
indfgens and ladino gectors were calculated from data pro-

sented in the Boletin Fstadfstico, op. cit.

17ce, Jorge Axias B., “Aspectos Denogrificos de la
Poblacifén Indf{genn G Cuatemala, ® Boletin Estadfstico,
N&zexos 1-2, Engro-Febrero, 1959, pp. 186-38,




fertility it was pointed cut that the average crude birxth
rate szomed sconewhat inflated Xy comparison with tho fex~
tility ratio coxputed for the mmiciplo. It was also sug-
gezted that this clyromsstancss might he explained by tha fact
that a large porticn of children die Lofore they reach thelr
$i£th hirthday. Singce it 4o Xntwn that the lion's shoare of
zuch deaths takes place in the first year of lifa, it may ba
conclueded thnt infent mortality iz probably very high in the
mnicipio. Sone Anformation beéaring un the subject vas
gatherced in the asurvey made in the cobacera tamicipal. The
8l heuselhiolds had lost a total of 155 children altogetlr,
giving an overage of 1.9 children per houschold. Only 321 of
the households, or 384, had not lozt any children, By con-
travt, 34 boucehiolders (43¥) reported having lost 2 or Bore
children. In one househonld 12 chilldren wore reported to have
pagsed awny. Theoe figures msust be conaldered in the light
of tho £act that many mothars could not romadex how Sony sons
or daughtars they had lost. Xt 4s most likely that in such
cases the deaths were under-ropoxtod.

A cloze sotimate of infont mortality in Mogdalena or the
municipio as a vhole cannet be made. In the opinicm of the
author, the setual figure prabably lics somewherxe bhetween
those rates gquoted for the ladino and indf{gena populations
of the natiom in 1855,
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Hatural Incressze

Detween April, 19350 and April, 1957 thers were an esti-
mated 609 births registered in the mumnicipior 278 deatha
wire estimated ¢o have boen reported during the sane perxiod.
£ the mumder of deathas is sudbtracted from the mmber of
birtha, a natural increzse of 331} perzons is given. This
woitld mean that 42 poraons are being added to the population
every veaxr through natural inceease,

MBigration

that the foregoing scction indicates is that 4f birthe
and deaths were the only factor influencing population growth
in the mmniciplo the population in 1957 would have been
larger by 331 persona than the population in 1950, In fact,
bowever, coxparisons of the total nurher of inhabhitants re-
ported by the two censuses (1,627 in 1950 and 1,804 in 1957)
ehowe that the municipio’s populaticn had only growm by 177
perszons. Thisz means that 154 pexsons, or 473 of the natural
increase, were lost through net migration during the 7 inter-
vening years.
Migryation from Magdalena.--It would be interesting to know
more ahout the direction and sex composition of the flow of
sigration from Magdalena. Some information regarding these
matters may bo gleaned from the schedules coxpleted for 81
households in the cabecera municipal, but this information is
clearly inadesuate for a thorough anslysis of the situation.



Ten households reported children who had taken up per-
manent residence outside the rmnicipio. 7The migrants nun-
bered 13 persons in all, Of thesze, 7 were females, 5 of vhom
had removed £o the national capital to work ag dcmestics.
Both of the others had settled in tho same city as housoe-
wives. One of the male migrants wvas working as a mechanlc
and the other as a policeman, both in Custemala City. 2IThe
other 4 were soldiers who wers stationed in the capital.
Although these were said to have left permanently, it 1=
likely that one or more will return one day. The general
features of this sample, tiny as it i, are in line with vhat
one would expect to f£ind if the sex composition as well s
the destination of all the migrants from the mmiciplo were
knoem. Other investigations have shown that women are more
1ikely to leave rural areas for urban ones than are men. It
is also to be expected that the migrants would be primarily
attracted to Cuatemala City, the largest uzban area in fhe
vicinity.

Migration to Magdalena.~-The regional census of 1957 contains
information regarding the birthplace of the inhabitante of
the mmicipio. Examination of these data suggests that the
actual emount of migraticn to the municipio is in need of
clarification. PFor instance, oaly 3 of the 202 inhabitants
of the aldea named fuena Vista wera reported as having been
horn within the borders of the rmunicipio. of the remainder,
37 wexe said to have decn born in other municipios of
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Sacatepeques and 162 in another departamento altogether,
Sincs Buena Vizcta L3 knocwn €O have dbeen a part of the munid~
cipio for a great meny years, these figures sppear paradosxi-
c3l. The most likely solution seems to Do that the cenmun
data are in error. It is knovn, however, that a mmbey of
new famllies have taken up roasidence in that aldea within
the past ten or fiftecn vears., These families were sald ¢o
have been forner employess of a noarky estata which was
taken over by the govermment, Other than this, nothing
could be learncd abeunt the newcemsrs. 7The number of inhadi-~
tants of the cadecera who were reported ¢o have béen born
eleevhere iz lesn surprising. It totals 86 persons. During
his stay in the village the inveatigator beoame acqguainted
with 4 families which were newocmers €o Magdalena. 7The
headn of 2 of thone families were sohool teachers: the
others were agriculturists who had bought laznd in the viein-
ity. 7he nexbers of these familics woald pocount for 18 of
the £2 cutsiders reported.

Crowth of Population
Between the years 1950 and 1957 the population of the
manicipio has been growing by approximately 22 persons per
vesr, This means that 4t is incrsasing at an sutal rate of
1.4%. 6uch a rate of growth indicates that the population
iz not swelling very rapidly as yet., 6&6till, 1if the leveln of
mortality estimated for the years 19354 to 1958 contimue to



hold or decyease and migration ramins about the same, the
poepulation presszure already being felt in the tiny municipio
could nake the local situation truly dasperate oven v the
relatively low standards of living currently in vogue.



CEAPTER IIX
THE PIIATIOND OF THX PLOPLE TO THE IAND

Eettlement Patterns

The manner in which the people of the municipio of Mag-
dalena are arranged on the land secms €O ke representative
of a pattern that is found in much of rural Guatemals.l It
iz also similar ¢o the settlement pattern which in thought
to have existed in the lecnlity during pre-conguest times.
In essence, it consista of one sireable, compact group of
buildings neighhored by arcas of more or lees dispersed
ones.? As is generally the case in the highland municipios
of Cuatemala, the wmucleus of mettlement is alzo the cabecera
mnicipal.

Glsncing Gown f£rom the summit of tha Catholic chuxch,
the highest point in the cabecers, one can canily discern the
residential limits -ei this village. Tha sharpness of its
boundaries is emphasized by the presence of one isolated
farmstend vhich overlooks the settlement fron a neardy slope

PR YIRS, rifa. Riges St ARy apcee fo SRS Wy Y L At el

167 Sontal o Guateonia’ (cuatemia: Seninaric 3 e
grac cial on GCuatemaln emala: Sem G
gracifn soelgl Guatemalteca, 1936), pp. 39-6},

2he compact group is represeénted by Magdalens and the
areas of dispersed gettleoment by the aldens of San Miguel and
Buena Vista. The centers of the latter lie at a Aistance
from Magdalena of shout threa and one~half and four kilo-
meters, respectively.

L

nirilipen ¢ plrendyipaliu.
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(oee Pigures 2 and 3 in Chapter X). The residents on that
farn are migrants to the ares and have never tried to becons
very active as menbers of the coammnity.

The hauses in Magdalens are xarely comnected ¢ne to the
other ag is usual in large towns and cities of Iatin america.
Tha cultivation of *door step? crops is falrly coomon,. In
fact, the firet fmpression one geta s that all the heomes ars
geparated by gardens. Closer investigation shows this im-
pression to be false. Only forty-four of the oighty-one
fomilies interviewved were cultivating portions of thelr
house lots., Sitios located on the edge of the village seen
to have the largest gardens (see Pigure 10). In some in-
gtances these are eoven large encegh to be clasgified as farm
plota. In most cases, however, the farmers mast comwte to
all of their flelds. 7These f£lields lie scattered around the
cluster of buildings and are sometines located at a consider-
able distance from the village center. A large pusber of the
f£ields are sccessible only by foot paths, Such trails,
particularly those which lead to lands located on the slope
above the village, are often very ateep and narrdw. In zsone
instances this investigator had troudle negotiating them al-
though he was burdened only by a camera,

Fach of the seventy-one farm operators interviewed was
asked o estimate, in kilometers, how far he mast travel to
reach each of hia £ields. His answaers wore then adled to
deternineg the total distance ha would have to travel in order
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Figure 10.--Sitlos having garden plots of one-fourth
of a cuerda or larger.



50

to reach all of his farm plots. The assumption was made that
he traveled to cach plot separately and departed from his
hope each time, The data thus collected were tabluated and
are presented in Table 4, It can be seen that 16 (23%) of
those interviewed would have to travel at least 9 kilomsters
(5.6 miles) in ordexr to reach all of their farm plots.
‘Opezrators vho possess @gce!,aa"’ astomatically fall into this
category since all these lands were ¢granted from the naticnal
property at Finca Birccnas and lie at a distance of roughly
12 kilometexs (7.5 miles) from the village centeyr. Although
20 (297%) of the responfients could reach all of their f£ficlds
by traveling less than 3 kilometers (1.9 miles), over one-
half of the farmers interviewed would have to journey 5 kilo-
meters (3.1 miles) in order to arrive at all of their fields,
Table 5 illustratesz the situation in terms of timo rather
than space. O0f those intervicwed, 8 (12%) estimated that
they required at lcast 4 hours to travel to all of thely
£ielda, and 29 (423%) calculated that they would need at

least cne and cne~half hvurs to 4o the same.

Table 4 algo indicates that there i8 a ralationshiy be-
tween tenure status and the distance which farm operators in
¥agdalena must travel to thelir fields, among the cuners in-
texviewed, 29 (60%) estimated that they traveled less than 5§
kilcemeters (3.1,miles) to reach all of thelr farm plots, Only

. - o L s et etk g
LR L o waneilies-Rebingt - e ]

3 "Parcals” of ground which were acquired from the
government undexr the present agricultural reform program.
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TABLE 4,~-Total distance traveled to all farm plots by
aaigﬁbarhmed ant tenure closs

Uppesy Barrm
Dl’t’.:m TRt MR S0 S ARSI W ST A A e Byl S
craot Part
Kil ers Qwners owners Rentera Total
Ko, % Fo. % o, % Bo., %
Hot availahle 1 4 0 O 8 0 1 23
0~-2 s 3% 1 20 0O 0 9 - 32
3-4 7 34 g © 0 0 T 24
5-8 4 1% c 0 0 o0 4 14
7-8 O 0 1 20 1 33 2 6
94 1 4 3 € < 67 6 21

Total 21 100 3 100 3 100 2% 100
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TADBLE 4 ,~-Continved

L _ NG g

Iteiery Barrio
Part ALY

inmerxrs Gusiers Renters Total Operators
Bo. 2% Yo. % o, W% Ko, % Fo., %

0 O 2 0 0 0 O 0 1 1

8 30 1 1% 2 33 11 26 20 29

6 22 o0 0 o o 6 14 13 18

6 22 2 22 3 5 11 26 15 21

3 11 1 11 g O 4 10 6 8

4 18 5 1 17 10 24 16 23

- bl - b o g el S

<7 100 9 100 6 100 42 100 71 100

L e Vel g




TABLE 5.-~Total tims required to travel to all farm plots by
neighbarhood snd tenure clasg '

b A o PO PR it oy -] st vl ifihey. gLy Y i ~adet s

Janp e

Upper Barrio
Part
Time in Hours ovmers  Owners — Remters  Total

L . WAdre-igpeh o - RSN A ARG RTINS e, N S /Pt WA AP - IR

ro. 5 Ro. % Po. % Ro, W

sl RS e

e L o

Hot avalladle 1 8 0 o O 0 O
Less than 1/2-Hour 5 24 0 0 e 9 0 0
1/2~1 6 28 1 20 9 0O 7 8.

1-1 1/2 ¢ 28 D 0 6 0 6 22
11/2-2 o 0 0 1 33 1 3
2-2 1/2 1 5 3 €60 o 0 4 14

2 1/2-3 1 8 i 20 1 33 3 10

34 ) 0 o 0 1 3

4-5 ¢ 0O Q 6 o0 o O

5+ 0 0 Q 1 33 1 3

Total 21 100 5 100 3 99 29 100
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Lower Barrio

i - p- -plinere v mmwuﬁc\nm"m W e B & Ebediey e BRGNP

Al
rart _ Cperators
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g 30 Q 0 2 32 10 23 15 22
$ 19 0 0 17 6 14 13 19
6 22 1 1 o 0 7 17 13 18
2 3 33 1 17 6 14 7 10
1 4 0 0 1 17 2 5 6 9
1 1 11 + I + 2 5 7
1 4 1 1l 0 o 2 5 3 4
3 1 O o 1 17 4 10 4 6
O 0 3 ¥ o 0 3 7 4 6

|
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27 100 2 99 6 100 42 100 7. 100
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2 (14:3) of the part owners and 2 (22%) of tho renters cal-
culated the same. Moot of the plots roported as rented are
owned by the mmiciplo. These communal lands lie relatively
fey {probably sbout five kilometersz) Lfrom the village center.
Conseguently, 1t scoms ressonable to asguma that renters of
such lends would be disadvantaged with regard to the distance
they must travel to yeach thelr ficlés,

Tha fawm oparators of the veper barrio cocm €O he come-
vhat advantaued with regard ¢o the distance they must travel
€0 reach theilr iclds. Sixteen of these (55%) would have to
travel lese thon S kilomaters (3.1 miles) to reach all of
thelr plots, vhile 17 {4038 of the opsrators in the lowver
barrio are in the some situntion.?

tond Divisien

then a farmer in Magdalenn &8 gsked if he is sure of
the exzet boundarics of hiz land, his resction Lo cne of
garslenent. The £arm plots are generally emaslly and each
ovner feols that he Roows, with certainty. the precise
linits of his property. The munney in vhich the pxoperties
are vipibly delinested, however, docz not oboy the thres
criteria of sound procedura in the marking of boundary lines.
That in to soy that it L2 not definite, detorminste and

[ TV PR SR e

e phtalenty esthis Sty  doviyoramitiils 1 TRy,

4A. %2 pnalysis of the data indicated that this aistri-

gu;:igzs: could easily bave oceurred by chancey 9wl 86, Afel,




permanent.® Such pojones (markers) as trxees, stones, yows
of flowers, stumpsn, ditches, roadways, ravines, and mounds
of carth are frecuently employed. Fences are scmetimes used,
but the primary purpoce of these is generally that of keep-
ing livestock cut of the crops. Legally, the boundaries of
a man'*s holding are defined by indicating the properties on
wiich it adjoins. The following potition for provisional
decds to sevcral tracts of lend i1llustrates the typical man-
ner in which boundaries are defined:

Ro. 11922

Ccfior Suez ¢do la Ya. Instancia

I, Calixto Juirez ISpez, twenty~one years of age,
parried agriculturist, native Cuatemalan, domiciled in
and 2 citizen of the Municiplo of Magdalona MAlpas Altas
of the departanento of facatepeques, having xeceived
notification in the professional office of Attorney
Manuel Antonio Perrazas Castellanes, located at nuxber
ghrfe. rifth Street of this city [Antigua] respectfully

eclare:

That by the present means I desire to initinte volun-
tary proceedings for the provisional dceds [titulacidn
supleteria] to various real propertics located in the
aniciplo of Magdalena Milpas Altas. ‘They are the fol-
lowing: (a) the tract of land [finca ridstica] desig-

nated as “La Villa de Salonfn” which is coupOgsed of 6,149
square neters and is enzloged by the following sdjoining

properties: to the west and separated by a roadway,
that of Luloglio G&mezy to the north, that of Timoteo
Jufirez 18pezy to the east and zZeparated by a ravine,
that of Serapioc Martinez: to the south and separated
by a roadway, thoee of Posalio Pérez and Gzbino Julirez;
I value this property in the zum of twenty quetsalces.
{b) the tract of land cesignated as "Los Fosales® which
ie composed of 6,049 cquare meters and 48 enclosed by
the following adjoining properties: €0 the north,

that of Axbrosio Garciay to the ecazt, that of Silverio

Scg£., 7. Lynn Smith, The Bociclogy of ural Life (New
York: Harper and Brothers, 1953), pp. 243-273.
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Rernfndez and Marcela falazary to the scuth, that of
Timoteo Jufrez Lépezy to the west, those of Basilio Gar-
cfa and José Garcin; I value this property in the sum of
twenty-five quetzales, (c) the tract of land designated
as “Panimaquin® composed 0f 2,795 sguare meters and en~
closed by the following adjoining properties: ¢o the
north, that of Timoteo Juirez ISpezs to the east and
segarated by a stream [rfo], that of Viyvgilic Szlazar and
2rigida Chantay to the south, that of Manuela Velasques;
to the west, that of Gregorio Jufirez; I value this pro-
perty in the cum of tventy quetzales, (3 n house lot,
unnared, which has the following extension and iz zdjoined
by the following propexties: this lot measures, in total,
833 square meters, 16 centimeters and adjoins to the
north {(eeparated by a strect) oa the property of Silverio
Hernindezy to the east (separated by a street) on the

roperty of Margarito hamosy to the scuth on the pro
gf ﬁng I&:I.ver;? to the weat on the property of T :t:eegty

Juirez and I value it in the sum of twenty quetzales,

The described lands are freg of mortgages, linitations orx
easauente and there {8 no litigation pending and they are
not registered in the registry of real estate [Propiedad
Imreuble], I have possessed them in a public, pacific
and continuous manner in the czpacity of owner for more
than ten vears., In order o fulfill the conditions of
the law, permit me to offer the toestimony of tho wit-
nesces Schastifn Mixtun and Rosendo Bautista.

The Nzture of Propexrty Rights in the Land

All privately owned property in liagdalena is held in
fee simple--it 45 heritable, &nd it is conveyable. Lands
(rarcelas) which have been conveyed to local persons by the
state under the agrarian law of 1357 are sudbject to certalin
restrictions for the first tvwenty-£ive years from the date
of the grant. Although they remain heritoble, they oy not
be encunhered, alienated, nor divided during that period

without the written perxmission of the Direccién General de
Asuntos Agrarios. Similar conditions apply to land which
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has boen danated by private parties undoer the sawne 1aw. 8
Manicipal lands may hot b2 encuxshered, alienated, nor ceded
oxcept by decree of the national government. Neither ¢an
thoy bhecome cubieck to the Ccirrent taw on 14le lands, They
may, however, be exgmpr_iated 1£ they are not vzed in 2
manner that fMulfillz thelir sacial fanctions.’

Laad Tenure

Owner operatorship ia the mast prevalent type of tenure
in Magdalena., Among the operators included in the sample,
48 (69¢) were proprictors of 211 the land they oparated.
Ansther 14 (19%) omed part of the land they cultivated
(sece Table 6).

Pitty~-Zive (782) of all the operatores questioned were
wvorking land that they had received through inheritance.
Thirty of these had inherited z3ll the land they were opora-
ting., but twonty-five were t¢illing additicnal lands vhich
had been acquired through purchane er were baing rented, B
2mong the owners and part ownoers, 14 (19%) were the reci-
piente of parcelas.

bt ~ame A e o g gt il dnirgn o ame i R e)piag L IR

Scuntemala, Direccifn Coneral de Asuntos Agrarios,
Estatuto Agrario, Rsglamento de Tierras Oclocas, Otram
Q_;ﬁg_oz_;“g‘%ggeg Vigente~, 1957, Primeya Parte, Capitulos LY,
??- had ™

Tmid., Segunda Parte, Capftulo VI, pp. 62-63.

9since the parcelario must pay the government a nominal
sum Zor his parcels, these grantz arc counted az purchased
in the textual enalyais. They wore designated separately in
Table 6 in order to show the number of operators who had
received this type of aid.



TARLE 6,~-Tenure class Of farm operators by the panner in
which their lands were aequir:g or rented and by barrio of
residence

i ] MR AT Pyl Y o s

Upper Lowver
Barrio Barrio Total

o o - - - A o =

o, % Mo, % o. %

Betmate - Aol S TR Se s i o+ R tyrhu NS PRttt

Tenure Class

oumers 2 74 271 64 48 69
By inheritance 15 53 185 238 30 43
BY purchase p X 3 3 7 4 6
By inheritance and

purchasge 3 11 4 10 7 10
By inheritance and

parcela 2 4 10 6 o
By inheritance, pur-

chase, and parcels 4 0 1 2 b | 1

Part Guwners 5 17 9 21 14 Y9
8y inheritance and yent 4 14 5 12 9 13
By purchate and rent  § 3 2 5 3 4
By inheritance, puar-

chare, o2nd rent 0 0 2 ) 1
By inheritance, parcelas,
and rent 0 O 1 2 4 )

Renters 3 o 6 15 9 12
For cash  § 3 0 0  §
Por labor 1 3 4 10 8 7
For a combination of

cach and labor 4§ 3 2 5 3

]
i

BTG SR, QIS Lo ap R A APREPIEPTE K T W PR e " o

Total 29 100 42 100 71 100

- i L " ety e NS (e L e ~ e USRS, WA

Of those questioned, 9 farm operators (12%) rented 3li
the land which they were operating. This proportion of
renters, in connection with the proportion of part owners,
indicates that, with further suddivision of holdings through
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inheritance, there may soon baé a sericus tenzncy problenm in
Magdalena. None of the local properties are very large (see
the section on size of holdings). Therefore, the question
remains-~from whom will future tenante be zble to rent lend?
As yet, no more parcelas are available for distribution in
the areas but an attemyt 45 being made to encourage migration
to sparsely-inhabited regions of the country.

A gzgdag of community land rents for only 25 centavos
& year, vhile rents on private property range from 1.25 to
2.50 quetzales @ year per cuerda.l0 gJhe major part of the
lands reported as rented belenged to the comaunity. £Such
plots have often heen worked for more than twventy-five years
by the same family. These communal lands are considered to
be among the poorest in the village for agricultural puar-
poses.,

Of the five porsons intervicwed who were classified as
agricultural laborers, only one nlso operated land. This
man had inherited a plot ¢f 5 cuerdas (1.4 acres). On the
other hand, just one of the non~agricultural ladorers had no
land; and another was only operating a tiny patch of ground
wvhich a relative allowed him to use rent free. Hone of the

.. O TR Y Yhplrally, - - Whes A i e A [ Wh Gl ors calirs ity [ e e B o o M Bieiie & s vl N g

97he term cuerda is widely used in Cuatemala to dezig~
nate a unit of land measure. Thae area it represents, however,
varies greatly £rom place to place. A cuerda in Magdalena is
eggal to 1,600 square varas (1 vara eguals 2.7 feet) or
» acres.,

10cpnatemalan currency exchangee at par with United
. Btates money in the international market.
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TABLE 7.--Distribution of land in Hagdalena

CRIPris o QREREEEREr i

Farms Lend in Farms
Elze og m PR AL AL o Wt T o S - -~ T
in Cuexdas Ko o Area Iin Cumulative
* Cuerdan o5

6-10 16 23 121 7.0
10-14 1} 16 138 15.0
15-19 11 16 183 25.7
2024 10 14 228 38.1
2534 8 1 237 £3.0
35-44 . 7 203 64.9
45+ 10 14 600 100.0
Total 71 100 1,707 100.0

Lo ey 2o Wauate gl O ¥ ety gl Weriipe Nk AT Yo . AO el

Lol

agricultural laborsrs was employed by & written contract.
¥any sgricultural laborers in the municipio mist take tem-
porary work whexe they can find it. In Magdalena, as in
rural areas everywvhere, the agricultural laborer is at the
hottom of the social scale,

Sevexral of the operators who were roported as renting
land might actually be thought of as working in partnership
(the decieion as to what crop is to be planted is reached by
mtual agresment) under an arrangement known as cuerda por
cuexda. Under this system one man always provides the land
and the other the labor. In the production of corn it is
usual for the lendowner to provide all of the sced, but some-
tires this responsibility is divided equany.n In the

L ] Selm v wh o W el eI Y b v Ml Sy AV SSEAN s @ S APt v e A irnhrntl o S Yt~

1lpartnershipa similar to these are described in T. Iynn
gmith, Justo Diaz Rodriguer and lufs Roberto Carcia, Tabios
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production of yerdura (produce) ths expenses for seed and
fertilirer generally seem to be thared by both partiges., In
all casen the crop is divided equally., Still emother man
reported that he rented hia land por compromiro. This en-
tailed paying his rent through a stipulated nunber of days
labor for the cwner of the land,

Pinally, the relatfionship of tenure status to neighhor-
hood in Magdulena desexves some coument here. An exanina-
ticn of the percentages shown in Table O would suggest that
the inhabitants of the upper barrio are more favored with
régard to the wmanner in which they hold the land they oper-
ate, aAmong the farmers interviewed who lived in the upper
barrio, 74% cvned all the 1and they opexated while 26% were
either part owners or renters, Of those dwelling in the
lower barrio, 64% owned all the land they held, while 36%
were either part camexs or renters, Nevertheless, a X2
snalysis of the numerical data given in the table indicated
that such a distribution could easily havae occurred by
chance.1? It also seems advisable st this point to mention
that thres Of the men classified as agricultural laborers
lived in the lower barric and two resided in the upper
barrio. All four of the non-agricultural laborers wore
living in the lower barrio.

AEPPTvt P VS ey e et Sl iy L ! S I s e Pt RNt SR YT Sl @itieliirasinin PR

Study in Rural fociml Organiration (Washingten, D.C,
mited States Department of Agriculture, 194%),. y

1282-- 52. df‘l. P> .05,
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Size of Boldings

The large, landed estato &oes not exist in the municipio
of Magdalens, Indeed, one my 83y that much of the land
within the bordera of the tiny municipio is oxcessively sub~
divided. Of the eighty-one heads of household interviewed
in the cadecera unicipal, seventy-one were clansified as
farm operators. The sizo of thelr holdings renged from 6
cuerdas (1.7 acres) to 88 cuerdas (24.6 acyes). The median
size of the farms reported is 18.9 cuerdas, or 5.3 acres.
From Table 7 it can be ohserved that of the operators in-
cluded in tho sample, 14% (those with farma of 45 cuerdas
or more) operate 35.1% of the land., Viewed £rom the other
extrema, it can be geen that 53% of the farm operators have
access to only 25.7% of thoe land., The figures cited above
eeem to indicate o certain amount of concentration in owner-
ghip and control. Revertholess, other data collected suggest
that 2 considerable portion of the largest holdings (those
contatining forty-£five cuerdas or more) is mede up of wood~
land or tierrs cuebrada (lend too oteep to be legally culti-
vated). ¥Wwhat the foregoing emphasires is the predominance of
holdings that are too emall to provide a satisfactory living
for the farm family. If all the land (), 707 cuerdas) opersa-
ted by the 71 femilies included in the sample were divided
50 that each farmer received an equal shares, that share would
only amount to 24 cuerdas, or 6.7 ecres. 13 The prohlem of

hiapvpperiia o

b - AR st SR

135¢ the 1,707 cuerdas, 956 (36%) are planted in corn znd
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ninifundia is not unique with Magdalena, Many of Guatemala's
social and econcmic thinkers are concerned with the degree of
population pressure to be found in much of the highland areas,

One of the points on vhich this study is attepting to
ghed some light is the questicn of soclo-economic differences
bhetwecn the two harrics found in fhgdalena. For that reason
it 1o considared pextinent to exanine tho size of holdings
in relaticn ¢0 the neighborhiood in vhich thelir owners reside.
A sganning of the rorcentages shown in the "total” columns
for ecach Larvrio (Table 8) suggests that the Zarmers inter-
viewved who were Qwelling in the upper barrio may be more
favored in the smounts of land thot they held than are thelir
counterparxte in the lower barrio. Among the fLarmers of the
upper barrio, 41% were operating holdings of lezs than 20
cuerdas (5.6 acres), while 62X of thoze from the lower barrio
held a like smount of land, A x° analysis, however, of the
numerical data indicated that this difference could have
occurxed through the workinga of chance,}4

Another point of interest to this investigstor iz the
relationship of tenure clacs €0 aize of holdings., Ina
panner enalogous to the sitwation descridbed 4in the previous
peragraph, & scanning of the percentages dealing with this

A W,

117 (69%) in producer 534 cuerdas (31.3%) are woodlands, and
the cultivation of 100 cusxdan (5,8°) has been prohibited
because the slope 18 greater than 30 degyees., The latter
1znds hava besn planted with pine or fxuit trees,

1432.2087. df‘lp > .08.
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TABLE 8.--8ize of holdings by neighborheod and tenure

clazg
Upper Barrio
B 1 36 m Ol gy Ayt el T4 v e 2% ¥ ad E
Fart
Cuexdas Owners  Ownera  Renters Total
o, % Ho, % Ho., % ¥o. %
6~9 K | 14 1 20 P 67 6 21
10-14 1 1l 20 1 33 3 10
1%-19 ) | 5 p 4 40 O 0 3 10
20~24 3 14 0 0 0 3] 3 10
25-34 5 24 1 20 0 0 & 21
38-44 2 1¢ 0O 0 0 2 7
48+ 6 28 0 0 0 0 & 21

i Fape oo, st AIPTIR b WEEC W v, ARG ralakt R ey LYX VS T RUPRR - Lo

Total 21 100 5 190 3 190 29 100

WA o sy B DA, PR Syiest MR- PR ) s W ) R W G NP IR e i 2ot . PNl 0 o AP LSBT AP IS W W rre bt Mg NPw X BRI A A R
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pree TR Y L A S ADL T Sl Al A Repr Al 3 AMARY Ao TIPSt A gt i ot Sepiv dpuainiameer

Lower DRarxio
. — e e e—————————— Total
usler
Part of Parms

owmnexs Quwners Renters Total

DN, el i v AT SRR . L - b3 ., eripi-a deig WAl " i g R

Mo, % Ho, % Ko, ¥ Ho. % Bh, %

ar nlirings, 0 PURPEris 4w w WATER e i SPLAREA RS ST GVTNRRMAND e v TR OIS A Jev- LTI

7 26 & 22 i 17 10 24 16 23
S 19 1 1 2 33 8 19 1 16
5 19 2 a2 1 17 8 19 11 16
2 ? 3 324 2 33 7T 16 W0 4
2 0 0 0 2 11
2 1 11 0 0 3 5 7
4 135 0 0 0 4 10 10 W

SRy o oo b i, <4

27 100 9 109 6 160 42 100 71 100
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factor would indicate that owner operateors are in coatrol of
a larger progortion of the land than aze part ownoers o
rentors covbined, Table B shows that 26, or 54%, of the
omers included in the szmple possesssd farmy lexger than

28 cuerdas (5.6 nores}, vhile only 30%, or o total of 7

part owners and renters, were cperzting farms of a corporable
sire. One cgain, howvever, 2 %< snalysis of the puserical

data ahtwed that & like dietribution could have ooourred

rurely through chance, 13

Fraguentation of Eoldings
The excessive fragmentation of holédings iz often one of
the greatest disadvantages zssociated with the village form
of settlement.l® A discussicn of this feature of man-land
relations 13, therefore, particularly germane to studies such
as this one. Information egecured from the 81 echedules con-

pleted in the sampling process provided thes data for Table 9.
Inzpection of this tedle sghows that fragaentation of holdings
in Magdalena has not been carried ¢to the extremes found in
connection with many other agricultural villeges. Fo farm
was reported as having more then six plots, and only two

DA (RS, e S23 e

15%223,53, afel, P>~ .08,

16rragmentation of holdings is a subject which does not
gseexn to have received much attention from rural socticloglats.,
Anyone interested in learning nore about this toplc is ad-
vised €0 begin by reading T. Iynn Smith, "Fraguentation of
Sgricultursl Boldings in Spain, * hural Scclology, 24, o, 2
(une, 1959). pp. 140-149. A nunber of relereaces to other
sources sre given in the footnotes to Proféssor fmith's

article,

il s emyin
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TARLE 9.,~~Zumbey of
plots utilized in

farms
Dabey
Yunher of Farms
of Plots ____
2er Farm
Mo, %
) 4 18 25
2 286 37
3 18 21
4 7 10
S 3 r-
6 2 3
otal 71 180

PERRi e Wty O s e i

boldirge vere divided into this many varcels. At the otharx
extreme, there were 18 farms, 25% of the total, comsisting
of one uanit of land., Two was the modal muber of plots per
farm among those insluded in the sample. Twenaty-six holdings
fell into this categozry. In all, 59, or 83%, of the holdings
cenaizted of 3 plots or lesa, Kevertheless, whan one consi-
ders the dlmmitive sireo of Hagdalenat's £arms, it can be seen
that their subdivision into even az few as two party consti-
tutes a serious obstacle to the develomment of acientific,
mechanized agriculture. In a previous gectiocn of this theais
it was pointed cut that Mogdalehos frequently had to travel
fnconvenient distances to reach the fislds in which they
worked. This sitvation 1s, of course, often caused by
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geparation of the farm plots and would be aggravated by
furthexr fLragmentation.

System of Farming
The vast majority of Magdaleflos are totally dependent

upon agriculture for their living., It follows then that a
discussion of the mezns by which they wrest thelir daily
*bread"l? from the zoil is exceedingly important in a descrip-
tion of thely way of life. Purthermore, the particular sys-
tem of farming employed by any group of people is one of the
best indexes of that group's position on the scale of social
evolution,

Magdalena's farmers use fire for the first clearing of
a f£ield vhich they wish to cultivate or to get rid of the
overgrxeth in a plot which has been lying fallow. Bowever,
"fire agriculture®ld pg 4t is practised in other parts of
the world as well as certain areas of Guatemanla is unknown
in Hagdalena, In the locality being studied, there is none
of the restless movement and constant clearing of new £ields
connected with fire agriculture proper. Indeed, the space
available would not permit it. In pddition, the strictly

o wilifesw S — e L

17pither tortilla or tama) probably would be a more
appropriante term since these corn products constitute the
gtaff of life in Magdalena,

181m1s practice i3 algo known by such names as "slash
and burn” oxr ah:.zting cultivation.” In using the term
*fire agriculture, * the zuthor is following the taxclegy of
agricultural systems employed by 7. Lynn Bmith, The Sociol-
_c’z,g ' Fural Life (3rd ed.sy Mew York: Harper and Drothers,

L
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Pigure 11.
hiz tools.,

encountered among the farmers interviewed,
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Pigure 12.--The only plow in the village
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enforced conservation lawe agalnst the 31ling of any trees
without cxpress permission of the government present & legal
barrier to fire pgricalture. The general practice of the
ferners of Magdalenn 19 to cultivete their fields intenstively
end rarely to give them any raest unless the fields are al-
mott completely worked out.

The plow g almost never oxpleoyed in the fileldz of Mag-
dolenz. Many farmers claim that the rvggedness of the ter-
rain vould not pernit its ey bat there is certainly a
gizeable aron, particularly on the gentler slopes beloew the
village, vhere the plow could be emploved with advantage.

As fax as this investigator could azscertain, there wap only
one plow in the entire village &t the time that the atudy
was pade. Interestingly encugh, this one examplo was &
petal turning plow rather than one of the wooden types. 7The
farm tools vhich are emplayed by Magdalena's agriculturists
sre licted in Tzble 10. Hot one of the heads of houreholln,
vhether he belonged to the operator, agricultural laborer,
or pon~agricultural lzborer clasg, failed ¢t report at least
one hoe and one nmachete. The machete is gn all-purpose tool
for the Magdalelio. 2n £2dult nale is po geldom secn without
one¢ that 1t might even be considered nn article of mesculine
vearing apparel.

Alnost 8ll of the fumilies o«ned en ax. The importence
of thizs tool had decreased somevhat since 1956 vhen the fol-
1ing of tixdber and the xepufacture of charcoal was prohibited.,
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TABLE 10.--Number of houeseholds poasessing
speciflied farm eguipment

S Ayl o bt

Households

Type of Equipment

MNo. 6

o -y i

Famber of hougeholds reporting 81 160

Hoe 81 100
Machete 81 100
AX 77 o5
rile 68 84
Watering can 36 44
Plck 30 37
£mall eaw 25 31
Senbradora® 22 27
Saw 20 25
ghovel 7 9
Rake q 5

Plow (metal) 1 ) §

“Three-pronged dibble used for planting

beans,
Some means of sharpening the machete is of course necessary!
hence, the la:ga nunsher of £iles reported. Those farmers not
reporting files used a whetstone to put 2n edge on thelr cut-
ting tocls. A number of other Lfmplements locally used in
agricultural production are listed in the order of frequency
with which they vere reported. The zbhsence of the metal-
tipped digging stick will probably be noted by the reader who
iz familiar with sinilar systems of farming. Digging sticks
are sometimes used, ezpecially in the cowing of beans; but
since the ground is cuite soft, metal tips are not thought
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L3, ~-Breeking ground with the bilyg hos
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Figure 14,.--Planting besns with a didble
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Figure 15.--4 two~wheeled ox cart in
fromt of & building of addebe repelladfo with
& tin ruoif.
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Lo be necessary. Generally, hoes with blades that have be-
come quite small through use are utilized for planting,
clightly larger ones are used for cultivating arcund the
plants, and the nowest and largest hoss are used for break-
ing tho ground. %he list terminates with the lene plow in the
village. %his tzble clearly demonstrates that Hagdalenn'e
farmers are s8till very much in the hee stage of agricultural
developoent.

coupled with (he lock of plowe is the bobsence of pack
end dxaft anlmale. Vhen questioned on this point, the far-
wers scmetimes Jokingly replied, “tomos los czballos zgui (we
are the horges here)." A8 a consequence, the peccopal and
reda (tump line ané net) in conmbination with the male fore-
head and back are the main means by vhich post burdens geot
tranzported over the Gifficult trails to and from the ficlds.
Heavy loads of bruslhirood for thoe cooking fires aro brought
down from the mountsin on the hesds of the women and girle.
The use of the vheol a8 a meana 0f lightening men's burdens,
iz not highly developed in liagdalena (see Toble 1l). A few
two~vheeled ox carts asre found in the village, but these can-
not manage the narrow ways that lead to mozt of the plots.
theelbarrcws are sonctimes utilized to transport loads zlong
the streets of the village or from fields vhich border on
routcs passable for wvheeled vehicleo. None of the native
Hogdalellos pogsesscs a motor vehicle. Three auto busges do
provide daily transportation for goods and passengers to the
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TIILY 1l.~-Types of vehicles owned

S

ihanuAgy SR i

tsuseholds

Type of Vehicle - —
oo 8 %
sone (T 78
fusheart 13 16
wo-vheeled cart 2 3
Bicyecle 2 3
Total 81 109

AR AP -

parkets in Cuatexala and 2ntigua. %The driver-owneér of one
of thece busses boards in the village much of the time in
order to he close to his work, but he is not & native nor a
permanent resident of the village. Bicyeles are occasionally
owmed by the young wen in the village, and gt lecast one
young fellow puts his to commercial uae (see Figure 16).

Few farm animals are to be found in Magdalena. Tszble 12
l1ists the types of livestock encountered in the sampling pro-
cedure and their distribution by neighborhood and tenure
class, From the table it can be seen that three-fourths of
the farmers intexviewed ocwned no cattle. ©One family owned 4
head of cattle, but none of the other households reported
more than 2. The overvhelming majority of the cattle were
being ralsed for beef with only 2 reported as nmilk cows. Two
oxen were xept by the mayer to pull his plow and two-wheeled

cart. A slightly zmall propoxtion (72%} of the houscholds
interviewed posacssed no pigs or hogs, One family, whose



Pigere 16.--This well-dreesed Hoy uses
hie Bicyecle to carry milk for sale in Antigus.
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TAILE 12.~~Eouscholds posgecsing apesified farm aninzls
hy neighborhood and tonure class

Wt ey

n od, po—

Upper Harrio

aa " iensiiye

e

Part

AEH-

Type of £ub-
Aninal Ouwniors owners nenters Total
Ha, % Ro., % mw. X Ko. %
Cattle
lene 18 7Y 4 £80 3 190 22 76
l ¢y moze 6 29 ] 20 0 0 7 24
Total 21 100 S 190 3 100 29 100
Pigs or hogs
Hone 13 62 4 89 2 100 20 €9
1 or more 8 38  § pii ¢ 0 0 a 31
Total 21 199 S 100 3 1900 29 1109
Poultry
Hone 7 2 ) | 20 3 100 1x 38
1 or more 14 &7 4 £0 0 0 18 62
Total 21 160 S lan 3 100 29 100

ilseniil
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TABLE 12.~-~Continued

- - N SWTERERR - oo bt

ey Baryio
Part £ab- -
ovners  Ownere  Renters motal  rotal
o. % Bo, % Yo, % o, % Ho., %
21 78 7 78 & 100 34 81 54 76
é 22 2 22 3] 0 8 19 17 24
At i A s e g . Ao et O - : n

27 100 2 100 6 100 42 100 71 100
18 67 ® 100 S 83 32 76 S 72
3 33 0 0 )} 17 10 Y- 20 28
27 100 ® 1l0¢ 6 100 42 100 71 100
7 26 3 33 4 33 12 28 23 32
20 74 6 67 4 67 30 72 48 68
27 100 9 100 6 100 42 100 71 100

e A b
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bread sow had just litterxed, cwned 8 head of swine; dut most
of the other families had no more than 2. On the other hand,
only 23, or 32%, of the respondents owned no poult:sy.
Chickens wexre found to be the most common domestic bird
raised in Hagdalenay; but turkeys, ducks, and doves were kept
as wvell. Two families (not shown in the table) were found
to be keeping honeybees, By scanning the percentages in the
total columna for each barrio, ono can cee that a slightly
largey proportion of the farmers f£rom the upper barrio re-~
ported owning either cattle, pige, or hogs than 4id those

of the lower barrio. OCGn the cther hand, 10% moxe of the
househvlds in the lover barrio sald they pogsessed poultry
than ¢éid the houscholds dwelling in the upper barrio. The
distribution of livestock mmong the various tsnure classes
wag found to bhe about what one would expect. Owner-operators
were found to be slightly more prone to keep cattle, owine,
or poultry than were parxt owners or renters. Hevertheless,
x? analysis of the data once again showed that such distri-
bhutions could have occurrxed by c¢hance. If a category for
laborers had been included in the table, it would have ghown
that none of the agricultural laborers had either cattle,
pigs, or hoge; although two of them 4id own a fow chickens.
All of the non-agricultural laborers had small flocks of
chickens, two owned a beef animal, but none owned pigs or

hogs.



CHAPTER IV
COCIAL IMSTITUTIONS

Domestic Institutions

The family 48 a bazic unit of all known socleties, Con-
sequently, no study such as this cne would he complete 1if
gome space were not devoted to its structure and functions,
The present investicator is forxtunate to be able to draw
upon the work of Richard Adams? in order to eupplement and
corxcborate his own findings with regard to the domestic
institutions in Magdalena.
Courtehip and marriage.~~The young people of lagdalenn are
quite free to choose their owvn marriage partners. Neverthe-
less, spouses are slmost always chosen from within the vil-
lage. Indeed, there aleo gecms to be a tendency for the in-
habitants of each barrio toO select mates from thelir own
neighborhocd., When a young Magdaleflo ie attracted to a girl,
he contrives to mest her cutszide tho home so that the ac-
quaintanceship can be davelopsd in privacy. Very often a
suitor will accompany the girl of his cholice on a ¢xip to
market or arxange to encounter her on the trall as she

- A . I REERAARAS i i

1sce, esmc!.aﬁg. Richard §. Adzma, "Informe Preliminar
Eobxe la Organigzac Social de Magdalena Hilpas Altas, *

Antropologfia e Historia de CGuatamala, XXI, Ko. 2 (Junio
1951) - o154 P '
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returng from the rountain with a load of firewood. 7These
meetings are continued until the pair decides to "formmlige”
their relationship. At this point the young man will nox-
rnally agk his father (or an older male relative Af his fa-
thexr has passed away) to go with him on a visit to the paxr-
ents of his novia {(the girl in question). TFather end son will
alway e be accompanied on “the call” by a pair of older men
whoao duty it iz to expound on the ¢go2d qualitics of the
guitor. If the young l:dy's fathor £inds her novio to be
acceptable, he will invite the entire warty to enter hin
haoe 20 thnat he may set forth his conditicns regarding tho
alllance. These conditions generally include & date for the
woeddingy the choice of & civil ccremony, 3 religious one, or
Loths a2 well as the details of the colebration which must
follow. “wuch affalys can be costly since large cuantities of
tamales and licguor mast be provided for relatives and gueots,
DEten the cxronve 1s felt to be so prohibitive that it is
agreed to postopong the petual wedding for a specified period.
In such 8 cege the couple will customarily forego the cere-
many but get uy housekecping ifmmedliztely. In these instances
tl.e intent to legalize the union is alw.ys precent and gon-
crally complied with., 2aboolutely no stigma 4is attached to
the unions in which the legal corevony is still to be pex-

formed, % Indeed, they arc often thought to b a convenlent

21 the coursze of completing his schedules, the investi-
gator freguently found it necessary to ask a2 couple (in the
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way of establishing the compatibility of the couple before
legal tics are entered into.? More often thon not cuch an
arrangement will prove ¢o be just as duradle as thae offi-
cinlly canctioned forms of wedlock,

rnother nmothod is sonetines enployed to avold an imse~
diate outley for tho wedding party. In this czese the novio
will “"steal® his novia from hor parentz home and they will
gpend o night together at his residence. The following day
the girl's parcnts will order the couple to be “captured” by
the authorities ond a civil cercmony will toke place. Under
these circumstances an imnediate celedbratica Lo not considered
neceesary and it is generally delsved for a periocd ctipulated
by the father of thoe bride A
Age at nerrisge.--Dotailed data regarding rarital condition
by age are avallable in tha 1957 census. It 1o, therefore,
possible to drov como conclusions concorning the ages at
wvhich membors of the local population are mest likely ¢o marry
or form conscneual unions. By referring ¢o Plgure © in
Chapter IX, it can be seen that fully 97% of the males bow
tween the ages of 15 and 19 were reported €0 bo unwed.

[ - e o 2 e o L -

presence of thelir children) whether or not they were married.
Fo reseatmment or exdarrascnent was ever displayed even when
the reply wes in the negative,

3cuatemalan law recognizes either religious or civil
cerexcnies as legally binding,

3¢ 18 interesting to note that a similar practice has
been repoxted in a Srasilian village by Charles Wagley,
Amaron Toun (Wew York: 7The Macmillan Company, 195%3).
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the father ie &2 forser plonlde.



hoong the females in the some age group, 839 hiad not yet left
the ranks of the single. On tha other hand, largs proportions
of both the males (46%) and females (65%) between the ages of
20 and 24 had either marriod or forzed consensual unions,
Thereafter, tho percentages of single males in each S-yvear
age group acontinue o decrease until soout the ajze of 50,

The percentage of wumwed fernles 12 lowast in the 292 group

40 to 44. These figures give evidence that neither the nales
nor females of the mmnicipio tend to form marital unicns ot
an excentionally early age. They also indicate that ao is
tru2 in mozt parts of the vorld, the local wvoman are prone €0
marTy earlier than axre the men,

Tnily tyvpon,--The ovarvhelning majority of households in
$agdalena seem €0 ke occupied by vhat might bs called "noxe
mal® family groupings. Of tha 81 housaholds included in the
gurvey, 65 wers headed by a man and voman living in a maxd-
tal stats. Eleven cther houscholds were headed bw widowed
persens {5 widowers and 6 widowe) who were still saising
chiléren. One widow and 2 widowars wexre found to be living
alone. One other househeld was composed of a pair of elderly
spinsters. Only 1 case of gseparation was encountered;
neither the man nor the woman hald formed a new moatrizonial
alliance, but cach was heading onas of the households included
in the curvey.

Fanlly narmes.--It wvas pointed out in the introduction that
the £irat step in the sampling proceduro consisted of the
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random geloection of onc-half of the households yesiding in

cach barrio, or 120 in all, Table 13 presents a2 classifica-

vion accoxding o fanily names of male hieads of those house-

holda for cach of tre barrios arrayed in descending order of
TABLE 13.~~Tho frequency with which family

nanrcs are encduntered in the uppeor end lowver
barrios of Magdzlenn

.. et sm, b - Stiass gt P

Loncr Coper
Total Barrio Sarrio
Fomily anmo

o, %% Yo. % ¥o. %

Pérez 13 11 G ° 7 14
chanta 12 19 ) 1 11 22
Hernfinder 10 8 9 13 1 2
¥nle= 10 3 6 9 4 8
ISpez 10 8 4 6 6 12
Bautista 9 7 g 13 1 2
velasguez 9 7 5 9 4 [

-2 7 6 7 10 0 0
Rowmon 7 [ 5 8 2 4
Carcia 6 8 % (1] 2 4
Hartinez . 4 0 0 5 10
Fivers. 4 3 4 6 0 0
Lobos 4 3 0 0 4 8
Harroguin 3 3 3 4 0 o
Juires 2 2 2 3 o 0
raccbhzy 2 P D Q 2 4
Salasar 1 1 p § 1 0 0
Ttenl X ) 3 b 4 0 0
Aragon 1 ) §  § ¢ 0
Lajardo 1 1 1 ) 4 0 0
Godines ) 1 ) 1 0 0
antonio p | ) § 1 0 0
Hixtun 1 b 4 0 4 1l 2

Total 120 120 70 w00 SO 100




B9

frequency. 7The first point which these ata illustrate is
the inportance of the extended family in the population of
the villzge, rive fomily names are shared by the heads of
55 housc..01lés, or a total of {5% of thwse included in the
gzmple. Over cene-haly of the foamily names included in the
sample appoared 4 times or more. fuch a situation is €0 be
axpected in an area vhere there is littlce migration of the
nalcs from the villnge.

In view of what hae alrvready been zaid shout neighbore
hood differences, it 4s also worthwhile to pote that there
is an ¢cbwious clustering of family nomes by barrio of rosi-
dence. It can be seon that 9 houscholds headed bw & Der-
nindez ore located in the lowver barrio, 2nd cnly 1 4s to be
found in the upper barrio. ESimilarly. 8 houscholds of Dau~
tistas, 7 of Glmez, 2nd 4 of Piveras are residing in the lowver
barrior wvhile oly 1 houschold of the first named, none of

those mentioned second, and sone of the last named have thelr
rasidence in the upper barrio. Inzpection of the figures in

the colum for the upper barrio doaupnstrates that a cimilarx
state of affalre exiets in that neighbhorhicod. M total of 11
houacholds hexded by & Chanta are located in the upoer barrio.
and only one is to bhe found in the lower barrio. Similarly,

8 heuscholds of hartinez and 4 of Iobos ave residing in the
upper barrio while none of the £irst named nor none or the
second named have tielr residcnce in the lowor barrio.
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¥ive family ncmes (Péresz, Hernindes, Méndez, Bautista,
and GSmez), or 6% of those found in the lower barric, ac~
count for 52% of the househclds living in that localilty
group. Ia a like mamner, 4 family names (Pérez, Chanta, 15~
pez, and Hartinez), or 1074 of thoge found in the upper haxe
rio, account for 58% of tha houscholds living in this local-
ity group. These figures demonatrote that cach barrio, as
well ag the village az2 a wviole, le gulte hemogeneous with
regard to ite familinol compositicn. In soene instancees, as
with the Pérez, ¥&ndez, Léper, and Velasquez, the families
apoear to he about egqually divided between the two barrios.
In these cages it should bhe remembered that the lower barrils
is almost one and cne-half times as large as the upper 5o
that the abhove-mentioned familics bulk more largely in the
percentages calculated for the latter noighborhood.

Lastly, in comnection with what was learned concerning
the relationship of ethnic group to neighborhond of residence,
it should be menticoned that 3 o0f the family names which occur
only once in the list of those found in the lower barrio be-
long to ladine migrants to the village.

Slze of familv.--If the 3 single-percon units are included,
the average sice of the families contained in the sample ia
4.5 persons; excluding them, it 1s 4.6 persons. The modal
size of the familice investigated is four porsons (see Ta-
ble 14): however, familics with three or five merders are al-

most a8 numercus. %The two largest familics are each ten percons
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TABLE 1l4.-~Clazsification of houscholds and familics

by size
Bouschold Family
(Parents, Children, {Parents and
ﬂi‘-’;’-‘f! relatives, and Gthers) Children Only)
Peraons - o o

i'Ge ?*; Ho. %%

1 3 4 2 &

2 3 19 10 12

3 12 15 15 )9

4 16 20 16 20

5 14 17 14 17

6 i1 13 9 11

7 5 G 5 6

8 8 10 G 7

o ) 1 1 b 1

10 3 3 o 3
11 ¢ 0 0 O
12 Q 0 0 o
13 1 1 0 O
Total 81 100 81 100

- e bedugles hdin, ARea-ver il v Wil

gtreng, Joncthelees, the fanlily doces nol zeem to he overly
large for such & rural area.

Tho family in comparison with the house'wid.-~For the pur-
pores of this study, all the individusls who 1lived together
in one dwelling znd who toolk their meals together were consid-

ered to form oao houschold.® As a ule, one of the functions
of the rural family is ¢o shelter cldaerly, incepacitated, or
other kinfolk who have no cthwer place to livo, Therefore,

AR gt e sl e =il A =5 T dogr e -

Sa nousehold, by this definiticn, is the ecuivaleat of
Semilia censal. The lstter termm is used in the Cuatemalan
Cencus .,
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the aver.ge household vielited when tl ¢ intorvia.s were being
conducted was somevhat larger than the avorzge family. The
81 houscholds contalined an average of 4.9 porsons (cce
Tehie 14). The mean sirze of the bouzehvld for the manicipio
in 1957 was 5.0 persons,

Cther rersons residing with the fomily.--Altogother there

wvere 24 poroone other than the nuclesr fomily (parenta and
children) residing in the households which were inciuded in

the cample. The distribution of thoere non-famlily meabors as
well a8 their conneation with the heads of thelir respective
households vas =c follows: 11 grondchildren, O puernsm, 1 yerro,S
and 3 grandparents (2 grondmothers and 1 grandfather). COaly
one househnld nmuroered a cexrvant among its inhsbitants., It

is significont ¢to note that 9 {(12¢) of the households largey
than 1 person hiad either o nucra or yermo living in its

nidot. It 12 likely that an even larger proportion ¢f vouny
couples were residing in a ccparate dweelling built on the

gitico of their “in-laus” zand were subsisting on the products

of the parental farm. ESach @ situation might be expected

vhen 1and 48 at a promivs as {t i3 In Magdelenz, The £indings
prescnted in the socticn dealing with the sixg of the looal
foarms make it evident that in meony cases it would nost be feani-
ble to furthcr subdivide tl'e famlily land in orxdeory to glve a

eme terms nuera and yvexnmo 23 thoy arc used in Xagdo-
lena, oy be loosely tranzlated as daughter-in-law and son-
in~law. They may bo applied either to legally mayried per-
sons or o those living in consencual unicns.
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newly-married couple o faym of its own. Pue to the patri-
local nature of lagdalena's families, the overwvhelming ma-
jority of the non-family momdbers encountered in the house-
holdz vere women (see the section on line of descont and in-
horitance).
Line of descent snd inheritsnce.—-¥amilies in lzgdalena are
bi-~linezl. 7That i5 to cay that in keeping with Spanich cus-
tom, Both the paternal and maternal breonches of the fonily
gre identified by a comoosite family surnome,.’? In Lagcaleaa,
¢hildren whio are boyn of consencual uniens goencrally beor
enly the apelliido of the mother unles2 the marriage is leogal-
ized. ‘hen this haprens, tho child may or may ot tihe tho
epellido of the father in the customary Spanizh farhion.S

Le right of primogonituyre is not roroonized 4in Magdalena.

Ia theory the family patyimony 45 egually divided among both
the malo end femsle helxrs. Im practice daughterzs often re-
cedve cash in lieu of lands in order to prevent otill further
sub-division of the already tiny {ams. Vhen young persons
set up housckeeping, it is generally erpected that thoe family
of ocne of the “nowly-wods” (usually tlat of the “groom®) will
provide them with a sitio of thelrx ovn., Vhen this is

Smigomvion: r TR g wh vty i dwtampie - e Vil il

Tohe £irst ancllido (surname) of the father generally
becames the firet apeliddo of the cilld and the first apol-
1180 of the mother becones the second apellido ¢f the child,
Lxzample:r Suan, the son of Alberto Modriguez vy Sanchez and
Maria Martinez ¥ Tames, 18 known o3 Juen Fodriguez y Hartinee,

sAéams, op._cit., ». 1ll.
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impossible, the couple will normally tzke up residence in the
8itio of the famlly of tho male either a2 mexberxs of the
houschold or in a separate dwelling.? ror this reason it is
often the youngest son who, beling the lazt 0 wed 2nd unadble
to cbiain a sitio of hin oum, bBrings his marriage partnes
back t0 the family aixnde., a2 a conecguencs thae last borm sen
oftentincs inherits the family resldcnce on tho douth of the
parents. The {amily gantos (see the secticn on religion) go
with the residonce.
Forily rolec.~-lasculine anxl fenining roles are clicarly <o~
Lincd in the familics of the village. The father i the hesd
of the houschold znld the mother end children are cuperied to
obey 1is wiches. 1The males are primsrily concerned with
agricultural tasks or household vepairs. Thie investigator
aid cheoerve, however, that on ocasicm the male will lend &
hand to desgranar malr (the process of remowving kernels fron
aricd enra of corn) preliminary to the daily preparation of
nixtapal fram which tortillas are eventually made,.l0

The waking housre of trhe wvomen 2re well occupled with
sundry household toegks, Prohably the most tlse coacuming is

SRty B Gy Prsrwh  fesesas " o > Lo o o bl

9$uch marriages can be termed "patrileocal” and explain
the predominance ©f nDUEras Oover yormos «mong the households

suxveyed.

10 ach evening the quantity of mair (dricd corn) decmed
necessary for the nceds of thoe noxt day 4o bolled in a colu-
tion ©f limo and vater for from about forty-five minutes €0
zn hour., The mixture 45 allowed to seak through the nioht
znd in the morning the water is poured off along with the
hallo of the by now eolftened kernele. The result is knawm
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the daily work of preparing the tortillas which are consumsd
with every meal., Several hours of every day are passed at
thin tock. Doing the femily wasgh £1lls another laxge portion
of the wonen’s tirge. A good housekecpor will put her houss
in order in the morning, and then at midday the womon and
giriz carsy & ration of tortillas ¢o thoely menfolk whio are
wvorking in dictant £ieldis. They talo zdvantage of thelr trip
to gather £irawmod and bring 1t down from tho mountalin in
large bhundles carried on thoir heads. The famlces are gener-
ally in chargo of making parcihizses foxr the fanmily tsble, zl-
though on occasion a ren my perforn this task. Dither the
nen Or the voman my take the faxm produsts €O the market for
cale.

focirlization of the children.--In thelr early years, the
development of the chilfren 18 most influenced by the moJher,
althcugh the father lo considered to he the fiannl authority.
A0 the young ones noay the produstive age which bagins quite
carly in !igdalenn, the father undertakes to teach his cons
agricultural gkills and the mother hegins to train the

B e gt - S s

a8 nixtamal., Early esch morning the nistamal i taken to one
of the two molincs de aintanal vhere it 1s ground into rada
{a type of corn maal batter). It iz from this batter that
tortillae or tomales are made. %he sdvent of thoe molincs de
nixtamal has partially relieved the vonen of the incredibly
burdensome task of grinding the corn by hand on their nicdras
ga moler (hand-ozerated milletones {gee Flgure 18}). It is
still deecmed necessaxy, however, to put the finishing tcuches
on the masa with the aid of this instriument and the houscwife
of Mygdzlena coantines to be virtually "chiained €0 a mill=
stone.* The ability to make tortillas well s thought of as
a rrime consideration in the gelection of a wife.




rigure 18.~-A housewife making tor-
tilise in one of the poorer homes. The clay
platter to the left i2 2 comal: in the right
foregvound is a pledra de moler with it gor-
resronding aguachibexo.
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Pigure 19,
gest public 91la‘§eing the wash st the lar-



Figure 20 .~-Peturning from the fields
| of firewood. In the hackground
is a faucet for the purified drinking water.



°9

dazugiters in thelr household tagkse. The older chiléren,
particulerly in the laxger famlilics, plaoy an important role
in curing for and disciplining the yourger ones, Children
are cupected to be well-bohaved and polite to their elders.ll

*he Posada

It 18 probaeble that the poon '», which exists todsy in
tagdsliena a6 a nuclented institution, i3 an inheritance from
the Maysn culture of pro-comxmuost times.2< XIn essenze it is
a Quasi-formal dormitory and regrentive organization waich
younyg men enter at about the age of puberty. A8 3 rule the
individusl only breaks off his aszociation with the posada
group once he hns formed a marital relationship. . bevertho-
less, all Guring hie period of mexmberszhip he continues to
take his mesls at home and in the cntire round of his doy-
time activities he rexalns completely integrated with his fam-
ily. By preference most of the merberz of & posada aro Arawn
from the same barrio. In the evening the groud gathers to
conversd and play, to wonder the streets, or to give an

occasional serenald. Latcer they retire o pacs the night in

MRl T A i d B » L, el L ]

111t is customary for a peysona_de yesneto (respected
perzon) to pat the children on the head., The investigator
knew that he was galniagy the canfidance of the peorle once
the little ones began to trot up 0 him in the ctreet, ro-
nove their hats, snd bow their heads to bae patted.

12mme invostigator vas unzble to Sctermine how many
posadas are currently found in the villazge. RAdamz rcported
a total of fifteen in 1956. For a more extensive treatment
of the subject seg ichard Adamz, “Sobrevivencla en la Cas
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thelr common Sleeping quarters. These uisuzlly consist of zn
unused house donated by 2n older psrson. According to Adams, 13

the fricndehips formed during this period are not 0f a very
sermanent nature and freguently end when the individual glives
up his mexmbership in the posada.

FPeligion and the Church

Information regarding religious organizations and acetl~
vities in Magdalena was gathered through cbservaticn, conver-
sations with local informants, and interviows with clexgymen
who serve the two coengregations of the village. It has al-
ready been nmentioned in an earlier portion of this thesis
that the Catholic solidarity typilcal of 50 many Latin Ameri-
can villages no longer eéxists in Magdalena. About three
decades age a missionary of the Jehovah's vitneoses denchin-
ation obtained a few followexs in the 1little willage., aAl-
though the mundber of these converts hag grovm over the years,
they are still very mach a ninority group. On thoe other hand,
they constitute a rather militant mdnority and have consider-
ably disrupted the erstwvhile religlous homogeniety of the
villege,
Catholicism in Magdalena.~-The fine, well-appointed church
described by Fuentes y cuzminl? in 1669 has suffered somewhat

RS, 2 apdne Bre i i FrYar N by ghoy, E dabsd gt RGP

de Folteros cn Meso-2mérica, ® Antropologia e Ristoria de Guate
pala, III, ¥o. 2. (funio, 1958), 353~57.

13psa.
l‘dmentez: y Guzmin, loc. cit.

o
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with the pas age of timo and the effe.to of ¢ rthquakes.
~Everthelens, with its now metal roof and Lirmly buttressed
fa~-Ge, 1t will undoubtedly remain the most Inposing edifice
in the mmiciplo for nany years to come. This bullding is

re center oF the entirely orthadox, ycligious zctiviticen of
t . Latholic porulation. Onoe & month & priest from Fntigun
comcs o Mugdalenn to eny moees and hecar confessions. Ivery
funday morning a murber of childion t ke pews in the church
to be catechicod by a visitinrg nun. On Satuxday roralnge the
children gather on tlho steps of the ciaxrch, end a socristan
T35 to then 2rom a Facred istory and o Catechiom. Puart of
his duty i¢ ¢o help prepare the youngetors for thelr first
carzunion. Turing one veck in July vhen the titular saeint
ol t..2 village is cospecially venciotod, [ase 19 raid cvery

e Y

» Cer.ain amombt oFf religlous cotivity gocs on srongy the

wthold £ of Mogdalena walcol. I8 not Cirvectly gsroncored by

the chazreh. ‘"ot hanes contain o little altar foy thelir sap-
to _« alese consizg. of plltures Or statuce of the houschold
soint. Xt i8 castonayy esih evening €0 lig:it & candle to
theso cantos «nd €O (rxey belfore tne altsry. The families al.o
celebrate thelr saint's caye with a novena ag well as food
drink, and tireworks. Six lay religilous organizations exist

in the village.i3 .he investigator does not have a clear

Ayt vy L W e v alase vy L RN - = S s URIEIN Y oot e - L ) [ e SR arty il

13 nese org nlzations cre called bDrothorloeds so leties,
cr committees. T.¢y fnclu o5 & Lormandad de we (o Nas.rén
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Pigure 21l.~-Imterior of the Cetholic Churoh
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Figure 22Z.--The last night of a novena
for a decessed persen. In the morning the
etubs of the condles will be taken to the
Catholic Thuarch, It is thought that to keep
them in the house would cause bad look,
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Pigure 23, well-to-do family csle-
brating it ssint's day. The statue has
been in the family over one hundred yeaxe.
Aguardiente, wine, beesr, Pepsi~Cols, and
othey soft driaks aye on the table.



i ea of the gtructure and functions of these groups. Appar-
ently they are vestiges of the cofradias which were formerly
part of the coshined religiocus und political gysten which once
eristed in Magdalena.lC Iach group has its own santos and
the celekrations whica are held for them are carried cut ca &
somdkhat grender feonle than thosge for the fanily aainto,

It is custo, axy asung the Cathelics to celeb™ate o naovena
for roerscn. who are cighteen ycars of oge or oldery whien Lhey
rass away. Such persong ave coneidercd ©ld cnough to have
cinncd., lLovewas are also held for persons who arxe lesg than
eligt.tecn yeoaxe old at death 1L they et becn Livirg in a
sarried condition. During nine cays the intorior of the uome
of the deceased Lo decorated with flowern, Creneg paper «nd
wrcutic. The fLlcor 1B covered with rine netwles, Iincense is
urned, and meny cantlen are lit. Iriends ¢nd 1é6lotives
cather each eveaing to pray Zor thelir lost companion. On the

vening of the ninth dey temales coflew, and perbaps liquor
are semned. fome of Lthe meniolk usually maintain & vigil all
that aight conversi g or playing caxcs. In the rorningy the
d corations from t. e altar wre telen t0 th cemotery and

= aced on the grave.

L ) i -

£i comitf Ao Banta rarfs dMogdalena, Il Comité ¢e la Inmccu-
1zda Concepeidn de arfa. La Socied-d de £an Joué€, la So~de-

dad e 1la Virgen éc¢ Doleres, La Socliedlad de la Virgen el
ogaxio.

-»> Sorputa ity P Sagth M lashy L o o [ . * o ¥ g e ey, gy

16c5. Fayne 4 Q. Amiy, Mogdalena £ilpas Altas: 18389~
1952, Soliticzl gprges in Guatema™an Inpdian Communities,
¢d. Tichard J. Afoma (Law Orlesns: Tulane Unlversity ! iddle
~pexican Tesearch Inmtitute, 1957), pp. 9-14.
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spticos <x an occasion which czll for an elzborate

colebr.tion in the 1ome with food, liguor, and firenoriks.

Jhe cetual rites tuke place in Antiguea, and the child is
usually dbrooght back in a2 taxi which enters the village with
it Lovn blaring. Ordinarily it (e one of the duties of the
gocfather to defray the crprense of the return txip ond to
~yesent the ochild with a now outfit for tha cexenony.
Zhe Je. gvah's LUitnesoeg.~-4 husber of families, nearly oll

2 vt re2ide in the burio de abaje, Lbelong to the reli-
glous group knoin a8 the Johovah's nitnesses.}? Tho center
of nctivitics for this bouy 15 & “*tample’ located on the main
street of the louer berrio. It 48 3 sturdy building con~
atructaed of pdobe xepollads (mud bric.s Liniehed with plas-
ter), painted o brigat yvellow, and wecorated with quotations
from tag idble. "t one end of the inlerior thore s a
ralsed plaotform with a sodiun and a misic stand for one of
t.oe norbers whio 18 o gkilled accordionlet. twetings are held
in the tample one oy More evenings each week., At thece
gath.oxings an eluwey erplaing & chapter from the Jible calling

on reruners of the congregation o give thelr interp ctatiors

[ ) 0 T - TP L - [~ L LY Sl A~ iy et e Yurnalinhy e W -yt

17 total of 10 of the houscholds interviewed in tho
lower barrio were inhabited by noexbers of this religlous
body. Oaly one of tho housenslds gurveyed in the u, . pery barrio
vas listed os being ev naelisgta, Eince o one-thixrd somple was
dxavn from each barrio, it wmay be estimated that the inhabi-
tants of perhaps 33 Lhouseholds in the entire villsge azxe ¢
hovan & 1V itneases., I there ie an average of 4.9 persons por
household in ¢ ville_ e, it may bo very roughly estimated
that 150 p»rzons in 21} are merdore of thie non-catholic
grou, .
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Plgure 24.--Exterior of the church ee
the Jehowah's Witnesses,
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of various verges. fecveral hymms & e sung ard ene of the
memsers closes the reeting by leading £he othexs in a
~rayer.i8 Occasionally on Sundays a student from the mis-
sicnaxy £ wol in Guatemala City comes to Magdalena to lead
the service.

Oone of tne etrangest attractions of this religious
group seems to be tre fellourhlp and social activity it in-
spires. Freguent outdodr meetings are held &t the homes of
t: e penbers: and thelyr volces, rafeed in song. can often be
heard drifting acre o Lhe thatched yroofs af the village,
Tt ¢ monbers tucmeelves ¢ite as termporal benefits the fact
t st an Jehovah @ §itnesses they nelther ke nor drink
1iquorl? ani need not refrain from working on the numercus
Cutholic holidays.

"here iz a definite rift beits cen the Catholics and the

chovah's litness s in tagualeona, 2.3 it is one moxre of t @6

fartors which help to separate the ¢ o neighborhoods.

fuyergstition and izjical Practices

It may bho that cupcrstition and magical practices are

RN Ryl lnopowy — e - - P WA A i

187he investigutor attended tvo of these meetings and
cenjoyed himgell {(hivxcughly by chiming in on the hyjons with
t hich he was familiar.

19yn this conncction it zhould be mentioned that the
drgdalcﬁas in general 4O not gecm to be very addlctaed to
ink.
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two of the clements shared by f£olk villages everywhere.<0 It
ies ¢ rtain that they ervist in *lagdalena. Changles, nsgualces,
guosts, &nd evil a2ngels oxe part of Lho focts of life for
f2gealell 8. Thece malignant spirits are said to intest the
woode 2nd fields currounding tho cluster of homes, Tho in-
habltants feel falrly safe from such malevolent influences
ap long ag they remalin within ¢the residential limits of the
village. Onee in the monte, however, groat care must be taken
bocause even the sicht of one ¢f these ap.aritions 1s liopble
to cause en affliction known a8 guetg (fright) that somatin
ends in dcath,?t

Mal de ojo {the evil eve) is aleo greatly fearcd by bhage
walellios. Porsons who are characterized by superioxr estatug,
irpitable texper or a great Seslre forx chiléren are tiwwught
to poereos Lrong bleood® and to boe cuzricrg of mal de ojo,

regnant wopen aleo fall inte thie cotersry. The victinms are

il e Gy YPlupes e POTARPT SR WOy W SRR LW Fapas dan W rafiniish -ty

“0cg. Ceorge 2. Iilloxy, Jr., "2 Comparative Analysis of
en Villages, ” 2ustra ts of Papers Delivered at tae Pifty-
£Aifth hnnual peeting of the .mericen Sociglogical Soclety,
Auvjust, 1960 (in prees).

1‘::&:3.'1::1«.3 scem o be especlially fzared by the villagers.
T ge evil spirite, it is rald, cuite often appeay az toll
blend, fair~skinned .en wiho are particularly intercated in
stealing sculs or cating children. Tue present writer £its
the phyaical ceserd tion of a chanele very well, On nore
than one occasion he caused gorious ularm omong local yvomen
cncosntered by chance on the splitary mountein tralls. &
aloo beoumt geaething of & bogoy-man £or many of the ancller
thildren in the village. Apparently one of the disci linary
moasures comployed by varents anu olae~ children alikeo was t.
threat, If you don ¢ bo ¢gooad, the gringo will come and cat
you., &3 2 conseduence, the in estigator's appearance at
et homee was alv y& greeted by the towdlers with 3 greot
howling and ecoruemoling for hiding places.
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almost always ¢leado uaintentionally and no rancor against
the carriey is ever pregerved. <Children are particularly
cusce, ible end may become jeado 4f & person of strong
»lood 16 overly af.ectionate with thon.

itches are known locally as bhruios, zahorinegs or
hec fcerg o It io not known 1€ there arxe any pruacticing
vitches actually living in the village atl precent. One in-
formant 4id advise tre investigator that & particularly an-
clent midwife wan JlE0 a brujs but refaseld to supply Bore

detaile, '

wGucation and the Jchool

It is inmposusible to overestimate tha role education wmast
=>lay in the economic, political, aund sosial ilnprovement of
are2s such w8 agdalend. Therefore, 2 cursory cxardnotion of
tie facilitice for formal education to be found in the village
is highly relevant.

In tho portion of this thesis derling with the education-
al status of the populaticn, it waz pointed ocut that over the
yvears, Mzgdalenn s srhools apnelr to have been doing an in-
¢reufingly betior job ¢f ewucating the younyg. ¥For this rezson
it ip concidercd pertinent to attenpt & brief sietch of the
development of the local schools. lLost of the older

L ] Ayl “lupa . L by ~dhun mhrepmil -

22nendern vho are familiar with the £panish language
a2re referxed to Pichard M. Adawms, Un Anfliris do las C e-
£ncias vy _Pricticas t &dicas en_un Pushlo Indfgena de Cuate~
rale (Guatemala: wiitorial del Minis.c.io ée Lducacidn
Piblica, 1952).
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inhabitants ¢an xemczber a timo when only one grade was
t.ucht in the villagae. In thoze days teaching tie children
to re 4 end write was one of the duties of the secreotario.<?
rhout the ye r 1935, ¢o teachers, ona for boye and one for
glirls, wer. appointed ¢o the village., oughly a decado
later two more toachsays were assioned o the achool for boye
and an equal msaher tas 2dded Lo the steff of the school fox
girls. Comutive later it was decidod to make the clagees
cooduaLtional in orulr to utilize the cervices of the tench-
ers more efficiently and increzge the nusher of grades boing
taaght 24

&t the time of the investigation the fivpe, second,
fourth, and £ifth grades weore ococducntionaly but the boyo
sna girla of the third grado were being teught separately.<d
The clag ¢o are tauvght in three halldings of sdohe repellado
v ith tile roofs. Two of theae bulldings face on the central
.12 3, «nd the third 4 located on 4ag main otreet of the
b rrio de obajo.*® Theo classrocme are scequately (although

e v TR, L et t) * L e I Lo o ] " A g ey Se 0l PP > ptovebadimiie ViR L ]

731+ should bo noted that the secratario has trpdition-
ally efn a la*ino skilled in reading and writing.

«41hin tas probebly done in cccord with a decres issued
by the cemtral gov yancit on Pebruarsy 16, 1949, which orxrdered
t.?e regxgmir tion of all rural rrir:aizy sehanlafwhé;h ozily
offered threo yoay courses. 8ee jorld Furvey ¢f Loucwtion
(?a!'!.st va L 2 1958,: II. Pe 491.

"Sepg roaseon for this is not cntirely clenr, but it
scemn that the total enrolluent of the third ¢r deo vas felt
to be too large fo. a single tescher to handle,

Sthe grad & now located in th bullding of the lower
barrio were £ e 1y houzed in one wing of the juzgado. he
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Figure 26.--The interiocr of » clazsroom.
The schonlmaster is standing in the “cleanii-~
ness oommer, © which has toothbhrushesn, conle,
and cups hanging on the wall.,
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Figure i7.~~Anothey view ©f the classroom



118

not lwaricusly) furnished. They contain plain dbut sturdy
de ks and chairsy; and the walls are hung with maps, drawings,
and blackhoards. The children are furniched copybouks, pen-
cils, crayons, and readers.

The declared chjectives ¢f Guatcoala's rural schools

are:27
1. %o form in the rural person good living habito
related to:
A. Diet
B. Dreocss
C. Dwelling

D. Perconal health
Le €Civil, socinl, and mornl practices

2. 70 make the country dweller a goed zgriculturist
and to tcach hin the importance of the conservation of
the goll and other natural resouyrccs.

3. 7Ta teach the farmer good practices for raising
dacesticated aninals and to give instyucticn in the fun-
damentale of the local cottage industries.

4., To dmpart tho cscentials ané fundomentale of the
hasic akFills {[reading, writing. and arithwetic].

5. To teach the rural duellcer €O he a good mcaber of
hig family, hiz comrmunity, and a eocially uscful citizen.

k)1 of the teachers in Jagdalena's achools have a norxmal
schicol educationy and thoy scom to bo alert, intelligent, and
dedicated. They appear to be doing their best 2o fulf£il)l the
objectives ocutlined above., Iach schionlroom contains & "hy-
gliene cornexr” where the students'! toothbkrushes, combs,

b - s

prégsent arrangeoment 18 only temporary in order to permit re-
modeling of the regular classrooms,

27 ocio-rdacativo Bural, 10 Afios de Experiencia de Fa-
cuela Fural Fuicional en Guiterala {(Cuatemalas Mindsterio
de 1ducacién Piblica, 1958).
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vashrags, and cups are kept for daily use. Ezach 2lso his a
garden plot where agricultural skills such as terrzcing and
contour hoeing are taught. 4Zhe clasces take turns using the
swimrming pool. All the subjects are criented toward cgri-
culture for the bovs and market activities and domestic
duties for the girls,

Guatemalan law makes school attendance compulsoxy for
children between the sges of seven and fourteen. Unfortun-
ately, the exact mumbher of persons between these zges who
ghould have been attanding the schools of the cabecerz ot the
time of the investigntion is not known. At that time, Tww-
ever, there wis o total of 162 children enrolled, %The dig-

tridution of the students by age, sex, and grazde is given in
Table 15.

TALY 15.~~ chool enrollmeat in lag-
dalena by age, sex, and grado

e —

rge and Grade doys Girls Total

[

Firet Grade

7 7 € 13

8 9 4 13

9 12 7 19

10 7 @ 11

1l 0 1 1

12 Q b <
fub Total 35 <% 59
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TADLE 15.--Continued

YR

L

Zge and Grade Doys Girle Total

[ iy

Becond Crade

9 4 0 4
10 7 2 9
11l 2 6 8
12 2 1l 3
£vb Total 15 9 24
hird Grade
9 0 2 2
10 3 7 10
11 12 6 18
32 4 .}
Sub Total 19 19 38
Pourth Grade
10 pi X 3
11 1 1 2
12 3 4 7
13 6 1 7
14 ) 4 ] 2
&ub Total 13 ¢ 21
rifth Grade
11 3 4 7
12 3 h § 4
13 5 3 8
14 0 1 1
Sub Total 11 9 20
Total 093 69 162

Tho local teachers feel that & certain amount of anti-achool

feeling still exiets among sone of the parents. Buch parents
are afraild that the achools will encourage the children to
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of the school.

Pigure 28.--lLesiming agricultural
gayrden p

skille in



119

it
i
:g
7
A
Y

Piguze 29.-~Schoolmasters welghing und
measuring two students in the pablic health
clinic. The cups in the foreground are for
serving THICEP milk.
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migrate to urban centers. They also resent the fact that the
boys are prevented from helping in the £ields during the pPexre
iods of school attendance. The tenor of these yreports makesn
it reasonable to asgume that not all of Fagdalena's school-
age population is actually attending school.

Finally, it 1s interesting to note that during the last
exznination pericd previous to the time of the investigation,
over one~half of the students in the £first grade were not
promoted. The teachers ascribe this gituation to the fact
that many of the first grade puplle had not léarned enough
Spanish in the home to be sble ¢o handle the reguired suly-
jects. In the higher grades the proportion of fallures wad

rwuch lower.,

Politics and Covernment
During the nineteenth century, religion and politics
were intimately associated in Magdalena.?8 Early records
rrovide evidence of the existence of parallel religious and
politicol hicrarchies which had many overlepping functions,
Mair has diagrammed the religiocus-political structure of that

era as follcwus:

1 Principal Gobernador
1 Principales

L ad - [ i -~ e gt

28211 of the information in this section dealing with

:tl-.he peij.od prior to 18944 is drawn from Raynond G, Amir,
loc. _coit,
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1 secretary 3% civic officilals: 16 mayordomos:; 2 sacristans
1 lst alcalde 8 15t mayorxrdomos
1 .nd alcalde 2nd mayordonos
1l sindico (sexv 8
4 regidores cofradias)
S zuxiliares
2 mayoras

18 ministriles.
3 ®*chigultos™

Ultinate authority over both dbranches was vested in the
rrincinples who held office for life. vhen a principal
passzed away, his companions chose a replacement. Lach prine
cipal hed invariably held many subordinate political and re-
ligious offices. The deciaion-making body of the politieal
eystem comprised the first znd second alcaldes, the sindico,
and the first regidor. These officehivlders were selected by
the principales, and both groups togethsry choge the lower~
ranking civil sexvants., Hone of the officials received sal-
aries; and cnze chosen, they were recuiroed to serve under pain
cf imprisonment, The religious system was headed by sixteen
nmayordeonosd who represented eight Cathwlic eodalities known as
cofradfas. Each mayordomo was obligated to spend a consider-
ahle amount of money for the care and celedbraticn of the pa-
tron salnts of his particular cofradfa. The acceptance of
these offices vas not legally sanctioned, but sceial rressure
made refusal dAifficult.

During the period from 1830 to 1935, the religious~-poli-
tical structure underwvent several transformations. The power
of the principales declined, the cofradfas withered, and
authority cane to be concentrated in the civil branch. In
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1935, a new political structure wzs instituted in Magdalena.
It was composed of one intendente (who was appointed by the
political chief of the departamento), one sindico, four regi-
dores, four auxiliares, and twenty-four ministriles, 7The
sfndico and régidores were locally elected, and thoy together
with the intendente caonstituted 3 body known as the munici-
pales. The municipales served for two years without pay and
were in charge of selecting the lower cfficlisls whose term
of office was only tuwelve months. In 1944, the office of
alcalde was regubstituted for that of the intendents, &nd
the position once more beceme locally elective.
The structure of local government in Magdalena today
may be disgrammed as follows:
1l alcalde
1 secratary~treasurecr 33 civic officials:
1 sindico
4 régidores

4 aguxiliares
24 nministriles

1he alealde.~--At preszent the alcalde is elected locally,

serves for two vears, &nd receives a small, monthly salarxy.
The same alcalde may not zexve two congecutive terms, but
there are several men in the village who have held the office
more than once. Hith the passing of the old religious-
rolitical system, it is no longer £0 necessary that a pan
cquire a great deal of experience in the lower public of-
£ices in ord r to become alczalder some such experience, how-

ever, is sgtill preferred. The alcalde is now primarily
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chosen on the basis of his politicel affiliations as well as
personal attributes. As the highest ranking authority, the
alcalde has irmportant administrative, ceremonial, and judi~-
cial functions., 7The latter are the most difficult and time
consuming. As the local justice of the pesce, the alcalde
is the judge of 21l offenses not serious encugh to require
the attention of state authorities. HNHe is 3lso the arbi-
trator of a great variety of perscnal disputes which are
constantly being bzought to his attenticon. In his decisions,
the alezlde iz usually very sensitive to local opinion, If
he should offend a sector of the local citizenxy, that group
vould be quick to carry its complaints to the state authori-~
ties,29 Beverthelcee, the alcal @ may, on occasion, be a
powerful force in directing civic acticn,30

The secretarv-treasuyr r.--The secrcetary has always been a
ladino who 48 appointed by a higher authority than the local

govermment, Technically, he is only &n emxployee of the

S A o

29%he author was surprised at the amount of political
intricuo which lay hicdden behind the spparently smoothly-
functioning systen of local government,

30an example of the alcalde's importance as a village
leader cccurred shortly aftex the investigator left the
village. At that timo INCAP had declded to withdraw its pro-
cxam £rom the village because of a lack of cooperation in the
USICEF milk program which it was adninistering. At the sug-
gestion of the local social worker, the alcalde called a2 town
mesting and urged the parents to greater cooperation. Par-
ticipation in the milk program increzsed considerably, snd it
wvags finally decided not to withdrew the program. Heverthe-
less, it is doubtful that this gesture would have succeeded
had the people not alrcady been convinced of the benefits of
the program with its attendant medical services.
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municipalidad. 8till, his influence Ls prodably second only
to that of the alcalde. “his influence is derived from the
fact that he is gkilled in reading and writing as well as
the drawing up of official documents and often has useful
connections in the state capital. The secretary is entrusted
with the collection of fees, bhookkeeping, and the office
work in goemeral. The preasent secretary also acts as treagurer.
Since hoth capacities are salaried, the secretary-treasurer is
far better paid thon is the alealde.

The sindico.-~The office of sfmiico (syndic) 1is elective and
carrics a two-year term without salary. Theoretically, the
function of the sfndico is to defend the interests of the
mmicipio in its dealings with the state and national govern-
ments or with other municiplos, In practice, the generally
low level of education and lack of so histication of the vile
lage sfndico is probably a sericus disadvantage.

The regidores.--Four regidores are elected every two years,
They sexve without pay. The primaxry duty of the regidores is
to direct the auxiliares and ministriles. Like thesa lesser
officials, the regidores alternate in their duties and each
gerves for onc weelk cach month,

The mupicicales.~~The alcalde, sfndico, end regidores con~
stitute the town council, known as the mmicipales, The muni-
cipales are the ranking decisicn-making body of the municipal~-
iéad and are charged with the zelection of the awxziliares and
ministriles,
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The ninistriles.--"hese unpald civil servants occupy the
lowest rank in the governmental hierarchy. Like the auxil-
izres they are eppointed for one-year terns, All men in the
village become eligible for sexvics in this capacity at the
age of eightecn, Thereafter, a man may be called on to serve
every threce or four years depending on the number of eligible
males in the village. The ministril is the factotum of the
local governmment., At least two mintstriles zre at the toun
hall at all hours of the day, cnd 211 six sleep there at
night., Theee funciionaries smmay be called upon o yun crrands,
répair the water maine, make arrests, ring the bde¢ll marking
the hour, <¢lcan u» the town hall, act as town crier, er éo
vhatover clee needs doing., At ten o'clock, a yonda (watch)
made up of the ninistriles makes the roundsa to gee that all
is wall., The ministriles are generally younger men who be-
have with great deference to the higher officlials, Every
runday & unit covmosed of one regidor, one auxiliar, a2nd six
ministriles takes office, This tezm serves until twelve
o'clock of the following Eunday whenh 8 new group takes over.
rommittees.~-There are various citizens' committees in the
village. The menbers of such comittees are either volun-
tgers Qr are appointed by the municipales, Among the most
irportent of these bodies are the Junta Iocal, which acts as
the local school board: a greoup which supexvises public

sanitation and the water worksy and a Junta Llectoral, which

gupervises local elections.
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Pigure 32 .~~Extervior of the alcaldia
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e lcalafa municinal v {urgado de poz (t 11) L ~eThe

local govermment operates out of a long, low, adcobe building
painted red and yellow. In addition to the mayor's office,
it includes a storehcuse and two jail cells {one for women
and the other for men). FPosted on the outside are census
propaganda and wild life consexrvation poasters. In the in-
terior there are two deska (one for the mayor and one for the
secretary-treasurer), a typewriter, f£filing czges, a tele-
phione, several benches around the wall, and an apparatus for

meaguring helght plus other odds and ends of office equip-

rent. ©On the wall are hanging the bastones de reaspeto (canea
syrbholic of office), a2 pictura of Justo Rufino Rarrios Qying
in battle, and a large ¢lock. A tin yoof has just beon put
on and the tiles from the old roof are bheing crushed and uszed
to mend the streets. Lon-governmental persons generally
entexr the bullding with a grecat show of respect. HMall 48
received daily at the juzgado, and a dally paper is delivered
there, 7The offices are uscd for the ceremonial drinking
rituals vhich avcompany village f£iestas,

The budget.--Legally, in oxdar to he classified &as a muniei-
pilo, a pelitical unit must contain at least 5,000 persona,
terxitoxry proportionate to the poralation, and rssources
sufficient to defray the cost of government.3l In practice,

these requirements are often ignored.

L - ruthipuipe o e "y RAS et i

3lcongressional Decree ho. 226, April 24, 1946, Lev de
Ianicivall ades, axt. 17,

Pt )
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An inspection of Magdalena's budget for the fiscal year
1958-1959 (a copy is included as Appondix I) gives evidence
that the little municipio is just making ends meet, Such a
condition greatly debilitates the effactiveness of the local
governnent. As a yresult, many of those functions (zuch as
the support of the &chools) which might ba moxe profitably
performed at the local level are left in the hands of the
naticnal goverament. 7The largest single scurce of revenune
shown in the budget (Q340.40) is tho Contribucién de Ornato.
The ornato is an annual levy of one cuetzal which is lmposed
on all males hetween the ages of eighteen to sixty. The
intreduction of a purified water systen nat only improved
health econditions, it also provided the municipio with a
valuable source of income. The Canon de Acua (water tax)
and the sale of "strawe 32 of watcr profuced a total of
Q262,69 in the year for which the budget was reckoned. Finea
producsd the third largest amount of revenue (Q242.08) for
the period in guesticn. 2 national tax is impomed on all
gasoline suld in the republic, and the proceeds are divided
among the municipios according to the size of their popula-
tions. This subsidy contributed Q195.24 to the municipio's
coffers, Most of the remaining income was acguiyed through
the imposniticn of small local taxes,

Al

32) paja, or straw, ie the unit employed to measurc the
amount of water which issues from a glven faucet.
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The salariesz of the alcalde and secretary~treasurer
accounted for the lion's share (Q720.00) of the proposed
expenditures, Public works were allotted another large pro-
portion (0373.45) of the funds, and a sizable share (0300.00)
was to be used for genecral expenses. Payments on 4 loan made
by the Instituto de romento Municipal were to total Q89.03,
and fiestas to celebrate national and local holidays were
cxpected to cost €68.00.
fuffrage.~-The Cuatemalan constitution gives all citizens
cighteen ycars of age and older the right to vote. 7The
exercise of this frenchise 15 mandatery for literate posrsons
and optional for the illiterate., Unfortunately, 4t iz not
known to what extent the local people put thely voting rights
to use. On tho other hand, there is ovidonce that eleoctions
in recent ycars have heen £r¢e of undue pressure from state
znd national representatives of the party in power,33 This
lack of outside coercion in combination with the secrat bal-
1ot and the fact that the candidates are well-known to the
votern should wmeke for a very democratic electoral procedure.

The democratic selection of local leaders is & phenduiencn

o

L e u % vipanings L S

3310ca1 elections take place in Decender of yecars ending
in odd numbhers, The invezstigator has received word fxom an
informant in the village regarding the outeome of the polling
in December 1959. In this election the candidates of the
strongest national opposition party were elected to the
cffices of alcalde, sindico, and fourth regidor. The posts
of the other threa yregidores were f£illed by candidates from
the losing slates in accordance with 2 Guatemalan law which
guarantees the representation of minoritieca,
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which is apperently cuite new to tho rmuniciplo. 7The informa-
tion presented in the first paragraph of this scction makes
it clear that until 1944, a democratic choice of the highest
officinle was not even attempted. Evidence also exists that
during much of the period which Lmmediately followed, pressure

fron the officiel party made the local elections "rubber
stamn*® affairs.34

Wt whin " il

34gee Raymond G, Amir, loc, cit., and Fichard N. Adams,
Hagdalena Milpas Altas- 1951-1952, * loc. cit.
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CHAPIEYT V
SOCIAL DIFZEEENTIAIION, ETRATIFICATICHN, AsD MOAYXLITY

focial Rifferentiaticon

Society in Maxgdalena may appoay to be fairly diversi-
fied 1if it is compared to the social situations which exist
in some othor Guatemalan villsges. Such villages have re-
mained cven more isolated, gevgraphically and culturplly,
from the influence of urban areas. HNevertheless, one of the
cutstanding characteristics of Magdalena is the high degreo
of social homogencity that still exists among its inhsbi-
tants.
_ace and cthnic group.~~It has already been pointed out that
only the white and Indian races are represented in Meagla~
lena's pepulation. The local inhabitants are predominantly
of American Indian stock; this is particularly true of native
hagdalefiogs, The physical characteristics of some of the mi~
gronts to the villago, anmong then several gchool teadhers and
the eecretary, reo.lect a2 mixture of wvhite and Indisn blood.
lowever, in these cas 8 it is extromely difficult to assess
the relative extent to vwhich the individual is a product of
either of the two branches of his racial inheritenca. &uch
considerations as style of haircut, habits of dress, mannor
of speaking, and the relative absence of the pryeical effects
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of manual, outdoor labor (weather-beaten skin, gnarled hands)
are liabhle to influence the observer's judgment. In any

case, it is certain that taken zas a whole, the village popu~-
lation as yet contains only a trickle of white blood. HNeither
does it appear likely that a significant anount of racial
mixture will occur in the near future.

Through contact with the nearby cities of Antigua and
Guatcmala, the inhabitants of Hagdalena have acguired some of
the traits usually aesociated with ladinos. All of the men
and some of the wonen prefer wesntern clothing to the tradi-
tional native dress, Spanish ig widely spoken in the village
in preference to the local dixlect of Cakchiquel, and the
political systam 15 no longer xeligliously oriented as io
gtill usual in more isolated areas. Cfuch influences as the
Inproved school system, a growing mmaer of radios in the
village, and the increasing intrusicn of national politics on
the local scene are sure to hasten the process of ladiniza~
tion in forthcoming yexrs. Nevertheless, as the situation
now stands, the condition of the villagers is almost as homo-
geneous eéthnically as 1t is racially. The Guatenalan intecl-
lectual would refer to Magdalena as a village of “indfgenas,
the average urban dweller would comsider it to he a village
of indice (literally Indians, but used in a deprecatory
gensc), and the great majority of vagdalefios still think of

themselves as naturales (natives) and are proud of thelr
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d scent from the original inhabitants of the area.l
religicn.~-FPeligious affiliation is one of the aspects in
which the local inhabitants are most sharply differentiated,
This is a falirly recent imnovation. Until about three ce~-
cades ago only Catholics were to be found in Mzgdalena.

There are now about 150 persons affiliated with Jehovah's
witneeses in the little village., It is not knowm to what
degree the adherents of the two faiths engage in discussion
cr debate over their religious divergences. on the other
hand, it was not unusual for menberz of elther of the two
congregations to attack f£reely the religious beliefs of their
opposite nunbers uwhile in private conversation with the in-
vestigator.,

Politica.~-~The divisicn of the inhazbitante of the village
into ovposing politiczl parties is »lszo a fairly recent in-
novation. In the past it was general for the local populae
tion to endorse pa sively the platform of the official party
on the naticnal level. FRecently, howeveyr, there geens €0
have occurred on upsurge of interest in national politics, and
the population is now divided into comservative and liberal

groups.

L R - cplilife e AN VM s S d. -

1a11 of these terms ere more or less synonymous, and it
should be remerbered that npene of them are purely racial
Qcsignationa, Instead, they should he conaidered ss counter-
partes of the ethnic term ladino. Ece the definitions of in-
digena and ladinoc given in the section dealing with race,
ethnic group, and nativity.
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Occup tion.--Lconomic division of labor and occupational
diffcrentiation have made camparatively little progress in
~gdalena, By far the largest part of the population con-
tinues to he engaged in agriculture, and within zgriculture
there 138 very little speclalization by tasks and enterrrises.
Lven the commercial trensportation activities (buses) are
primarily involved in carxying agricultural products to
market.

Lzcept for s very small nurber of landowners in the
villoge, the bulk of the porulation takes part in &1l the
tag¥s involved in the planting, cultivating, harvesting,
transporting, and marketing of the f=zrm products.

The proprietors of the small cesmercial enterprises
located in the village are generally part-time farmers.
within commerce there 4is very little specialication. One
gtore differs f{rom another only in the gize, not kind, of
its stock.

There is ecme specialization of sgervices represcnted
by those of the barbher, a few tallors, the mill ¢ ners, car-
penters, o few midwives, and go forth: but 1t is very rudi-
mentary. Alwost all of the zervice personnel are also en-
gaged in agricultural activities.

Aucition.--t"1th regard to educaticnal status the local po,u-

laticon is al=o very homogenecus. The average ..agdaleflo has
very little occanion t9 evercis¢ the alight knowledge ofF

reading and wyiting which he may have pemiired during =
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short stay in the classroon. Under such conditions the in-
dividual very ra idly loeges his mastery of these tuo busic
skills., Fence, it can be agssumed that with regard to the
abllity t0o read and write, the difference between local
persong clasaificd ng literate and those classified ne 1l-
literate is generally very slicht.

The schoolteachers and cecrctary form an edrcational
elite in the village. It i9 to one of thesme persons that
the averaga villager rmuet turn vheny he 45 faced with o situa~-
ticn that calls for a knovledge of rending and writing.
Jocatity groups.~-A noeighborhood is one of the gociznl groups
which have definite torritorial limits; and, therofore, it
c n bhe designated ae o “locality group.” At the same time
it may be thounght of 28 o “primary groun.”? As such it com-
prises 2 mmdber of tnrller primary groups (families) which
have ccrtain prtterne of interzction or other distinctions
viaich get them eplichtly apart £from the rest of the neicghbore
hoods in & given comrmunity.

The village of §zgdalena is sharply divided into two
distinct neighboriceds. The ohysical division between them

“The latter term is applied to groups in which the re-
lationshine of the meuwhors are “characterized by intimate
face~-to~-£face associaticn ond cooperation, ® of. Charlea 1.
Cooley, focial Oxganiration {rew York: Charlea Feridner's
Song, 1925), pp. 23-26. Primary groups play a fundawental
role in chaping the individual nmembor's rerconality. 'Yith
reference to Hagdalena, two such groups, the family and the
porada, h-~ve already been dincussed in some detall in other
portiocns of this thesis.
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is marked by a strest which yuns east and west along the
unper edgo of the ceatral plaza. The villagers theomgelves
recognize the distinction and refer to the two neighborhoods
ags the "upper barrio” and the "lower barrio.® In this usage
t ¢ qualificrs "upper® and "lower® refer to physical location
only and do not have any conscious implications as far a8
social stratification is concerned,

These locality qgroups serve as focal points for several
of the elements of gocial Aifferentiation which exist in the
villsge, 1In the section dealing with domestic institutions,
it wvas shown that the neighborhocds tend to divide along
family linez. It has 2lso becn pointed out that the nmonbers
of a posada are generally dravn from the same neighborhcod,
The lower barrio {which is the largest of the two) contains
a gencrous mixtuxe of families of both religious persuasions,
but the upper barrio is almost so0lidly Catholic. Most of the
inhabitants of the lower barrio are liberal in their politi-~
cal leanings, vhile those of the upper barrio are the back-
bone of the conservative faction. The process of ladiniza-
tion is further advanced among the inhadbitants cf the lower
barrio. IMany of the female residents of that neighborhood
have given up the traditional costume ia favor of shirts and
blouscs of morc modern design, vhercas the hiinil (native
blocusge) and woven egikirt still predominate in the wardrobe of
the majority of the women of the upper barrio. ESpanigh is
most often heard in the lowrer barrio, while the local dialect
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of Cakchiquel is still frecuently ewployed in ¢he upper bar-
xio, particularly among the women. PMurthermore, 211 of the
1ladino families have their recsidence in the lower neighbor-
hood, Each of the neighdorhoods containg a molino de nirta-
mal, a cantina, and two or more stores (occe éither Figqure )
or igure 10}. It is likely that these entorprises draw
nost of thelr trade from among the meehers of the nelghbor-~
hoods in which they are located,

The investicator is inclined to believe that there is
also scme correiation detweon econonic status and residence
by neighborheod and that the rasidents of the upper nsighbor-
hood are slightly more advantaged economically. Bis oplinion
was formed a8 a result of direct chservation and informal
cuestioning of the villagers as well ag an znalysis of cor-
tain data which wore nrovided by the completed schedules,
The survey of elghty~cne families provided datz concerning
the muxber of livesto.k owned, size of farm, and tenure
status. These data were analyzed with regard to the neigh-
borhood in vhich the respondoemts were Gwelling. then the
results were tebulated and percentages calculated, these
indicated that the inhahitants ¢f the upper barrio were
8lightly favored in each of the three catogories., on the
other hand, in cach case an x2 analysis of the mumerical
data indicated that the observed distributions could have
casily occurred by chence (sec the appropriate subdivisions
of the chapter dealing with man-land relations).
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} evertheless, it 4is the opinion of the present writer that a
relationship does exint between neighborhood and the factors
which were treated ae dependent variables, even though the
range of the differences i3 so small as to render tlem insen~
gitive in such a small sample to x° analysis,
Con_lusion.-~I"rom the information given above, it can be
gecn that the people of lingdalena form a highly homogeneous
group. The soclal solidarity which exists amony the villezgero
is mostly of the mechanistic type. 7he varicus parts of the
gocial group are bound together by 2 consclousness of kind
ard the typre of cohcsiveness that ls derived from 2 high de-
aree of gimilarity in fundamental tralits and characteristics
on the part of the members of the group., The type of goli-
darity known as organic solidarity, wvherein the parts sre
bound together by the mutual interdependence that comes from
speciali.ation and division of lahor, is very weakly devel-
oped as yet. 78 time goes on and urban influences are more
strongly felt, the latter type of solidarity is sure to in-

creagse corrcapondingly.

~tratification
Social stratas oxint in l..gdalcha as they & in sccleties
cveryvhere., fiowever, the eocisl distance betweon the urper
and lower classes of the villege is very tmall, Undexr such
conditions many of the criteria vhich édetermine a femdly's
pogition cn the soclal scale are lieble to be very subtle,
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since the project at hand was not deaigned as a thorough
analysis of social stratification, only a few of the more
chvicus factors affecting the class structure of Macdalena
are briefly discussed below.

lend and social status.--The information presented in the
section dealing with size of holdings makes it obvious that
no large land-holding elite exists in the village., Neverthe-
less, the local people attach a2 great deal of importance to
the possgession of land. It is apparent that families which
own or control relatively large zmounts of land enjoy con-
slderable prestige. JConvereely, those families which have no
land, or only tiny smounts, are likely to he found at the
vory bottom of the soclal scale.

Ithnic group and accial status.--7he ladinoe residente of the

village form a ciicgue which ranks high in social status,

This is obvious in many ways. For example, when such persons
are referred to or addresged, thelr names are always proefaced
by Don or Pofia (titles of respect); when they pass in and out
of the alcaldfa, they &o so with an air of freedowm unused by
the average indfgena; and their arrival at a gathering of in-
dfgenas i3 always met with a colicitous stirring about of
those zlready present.

Foclo-politico influence zand so~ial status,~-Shortly after the

investigator's arrival he was provided with a list of the
principal men of the village in order that he night initiate
his investigations through the most influential contacts. Le
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wag n.t long in learning that all of the men listed as hom-
bre _princ pales were ind{genas znd that some were fairly
peor by village standards. It is certain, however, that each
was the possessox of personal qualities which endowed him
with rore than average gocio-politico influence. Such per-
zons arxe geneyally to be found at any important gathering,
znd it rmey be inferred that they rank high on the socisl

scale,

focial Ivbility

zt iz almost Imwosaible for = local citizen to pass from
tho ranks of the indfgenas to those of the ladines as long as
e maintaine residence in the village. The ilnvestigator is
well-actmainted with on. ‘agdalclin wio posseszes to o hich
cegroc a2l) of tho la ino traits of drezs, spoech, and customs,
2 well as ' cing relatively wealthy.® e mixes socially with
ladines whom he tronts with a grecat deal of familiarity: yet
neither these nor the indigenaz of the village are able to
forget that his aroats were "naturales, * and consccuently

poth sectors of the posulation ctill think of him ap on
indfgcns.

e

[ ] P

Svhis man is the possgezsor of a good deal of land, but
hin hands are soft-~he leaves the f£ield work to hired labor.
This may be considerod as an almost infallible index of higa

status in any rural cocicty.



CHAPTIR VI

LEVELD AND STANDARDS OF LIVING

The use of a budgetary technigue for measuring levels
and standayds of living in Magdéalena would be quite imprace
tical., PFirxst of all, the Hagdalefios themselves produce such
& large share of thelr material nceda (food and chelter) that
oaly a emall portion ©f thair total erpenditurs of effort is
revealed by thelir actual caeh cutlay. Secondly, the local
people are un.ccustomed to keeping acgcounts, and it is evi-
dent that they are extremely uncertain regarding cash dise-
bursenents for a poriced stretching more than a month into tie
past,

The investigator included in his schedulea questions
regarding the oramnt of money which was spent in certain ways
during the moath and year previcug to the interview. It soon
became aporent that the data thus gathered were extremely
unreliable., oOther questions which were intended to elicit
pome Information as to the amounts of goods and services
vhich the local & ecllers f£clt that they deserved {(the stan-
card of living) met with the same result. Therefore, the ma-
terial given below is largely of a descoriptive nature, and the
data are primarily drowh frem the local censud of 1957.

143
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The Fouse

Avaliladility dictatces the materials which a man may use
in the construction of a dwelling place for himszelf and his
fanily. The style of dwelling generally conforms to the &o-
cially inherited values ag to what is useful, esthetic, and
acceptable to the menders of the groun. Therefore, the dwel-
ling {8 an inportant indicator of both level and standard of
living. A8 indicated above, the local dwellers perform most
of the labor vhich goos into the construction of theixr cown
homcs. Aldd is usually donated by friends and neighbors, but
it is frequently necessary to employ & man vho 1z skilled in
houce building to direct the project.

"wuses with oaly one room are by far the most common
tyne to be found in t.agdalena. The census listed 210 single-
room dwellings in the cabecera, while only 34 homes were
reported to have 2 or mere rooms. The nusber of perschs per
roam 48 generally thought to be one of the most significant
indaxes of bousing. then a home contains less thesn one room
ey inbabitant, 1t ray be thought of as beling overcrowded.
Yronm the £igures given in the preccding paragraph, it can be
gocen that the overvhcelming majority of iagdalellos arc living
in viat would normally be coneidered to dbe cericusly over-
cxowéed conditicaus.,

Dxied cornstalks are the materials moot frequently usced
in the construction ¢f walls. Such walls last for approxi-
nmately t o years, aftoer which time they must ke replaced.,
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Almo ¢ two-thirds (159) of Magdalena's &wellings have walls
rmade of this material, sSisty-seven have walls bullt of
a‘obe, and eleven others have walls of wattle and daub. Both
of the last-nzmed materials are more durable than cornstalks.
«dche walle are both ths longest-lasting and the most satis-
factory eatheticslly. A few homes are constructed of rough-
hewn, wooden planks. 7The census does not contain dats re-
garding the naterdials used in roofing the local dwellings,
Rowever, froes his cpservations in the village, the writer
feels that ho 18 justified in drawing the conclusions given
below. Hormally, a hore vith walle of cornstalke alco has

& thatched roof. 7This type of xoof is considored to provide
the most warmth, but it is not ag durable as the othersz. &
kome with wattle and daub walls generally 18 roofed with red
tiles, and those of adohe rost often have either tile or tin
roofo.,

Learly all eof the homes in Mogdalens have £loors of bare
dirt. Only a few have floorg of cement or rough bricke,
Homwes with walls of cornatalks do not have windows. Ventila-
tion 48 jrovicd 4 by the cracks betveen the stalks, Lomes
with walls of wattle and davd sometimes have windows, and
adobe~walled wellings nearxly alwsys pogsess them. Glass is
not used in the windowsy they are f£itted with wooden shutters
instead. Very fow of MHagdalena's homes have cellings. n

occaslion, bowever, homes which have roofo of tin will also
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hav a ceiling of wood or straw matting. The bare tin roofe

vre 2044 to cause the home to be very <old.

Facilities and Utilities

The furnishings to be found in the homes of the ladinos
and scme of the more ladinized indfgenas of the village are
not elegant. NLevertheless, in general they coanform to the
pattern encountered in more urban zreas., That 43 to say,
they consist of full-sized tables and chairs, clothes-closets,
radios, mirrora, large beds with bhedclothes, and sgo forth.
The kitchen is generally separated from the living cuarters,
and the cooking is done on a raiged platform. Ivon in these
cages, however, the cooking utenzils axe generally supportcd
by theo trazditional three stones, although the writer 4id gee
one or two iron grates being used foxr this purpose, The
illvnination in such homes is usually provided by Coleman
lzmps. 1hese dwellings Lrequently have water tape in the yarxd
as well a private silas for the family wash. The tolilet
facilities are cnclosed and located at a convenient distanco
from the houge,

By oontrast, the haues of the majority of the villagers
are furnighed in a somevhat more primitive sanner. The prin-
cipal articles of furniture are usaally:s (1) a low, wooden
platform covered with a2 petate (mat of woven straw) an a
blanket or two where the fanily slecws huddled togeother for
warnth, (2) a teble for the family cantos, (3) a wooden chect



147

figure 33 .--2 private pils and a
“stravw”® of water.
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for storing wearing apoarel zand other articles, (4) a2 few
three-legged stools or tiny chairs. A tinafa (large clay
water jug) will alvays be found in one corner, and one or
more pledras de moler with their corresponding aguachidb ros
{rollerzs) will be tipred neatly against the wall 4£ not in
use.l In hores of this type the cocking is done on the floor
over a fire bullt between three stones, Sometimes & hole
will be left 2t one of the corners vhere the roof joins the
wall in order to facllitate the exit of the gmchke., Meverthe-
lessg, most of the smoke ezcapes out the cracks between the
cornstalk walls or the door, 2 grrabate {(curved, metal hook
or sharpencd stick) is usually suspended a few feot over the
Lire for smoking ment. Illumination ie provided by the csok-
ing fire or by tiny kerczene lames. fore of these homes also
have outcide s ater tans and private pilas (a total of fifty-
two heree have euch vater taps). Only tventy-two of ¢t ¢
homes in the village have no tollet faellities, but such

facilities are generally of a very aimple nature.<

-~ it pa—

1}uong with those mentioned in the text, the most common
kitchen utensils are the following: =& comal, or large clay
platter uscd as a griddle for making tortillasy a molinillo,
cr carved wooden stick for stirring foodsy some cuchrrrones, coxr
large wooden spoonsy a few ollas, or clay pots; a salero. or
container for salt that is generally mace from the | tecomate
gourdr canastos, or little baskets for carrying tortillasy
servilletas, or napkinz to wrap the tortillas; & gartén, or
fryiag pan made either from clay or metaly {arras, or tmall
wter jugs: a colador, or colander: a hatidsr, or <lay cof-
fee pot: plus assorted items of tableware.

21':&.:&1:@:. it should beo remexbered that when Hagdalena ac-~
cuired o water cysten, tro £lush tolilets were installed in o
wecll-ventilated builéing in the central plaza,
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The Diet

since all of Magdalena's agriculturists are subsistence
farmers, the types of foods which are consumed in the homxe
are almost exclusively those raised by the villagers them-
gelves. This does not mean to say that in all cases the far-
ners produce encugh food to satisfy the needs of their fami-
lies throughout the vear. On the contrary, at the time of
the investigation most of the households reported that they
were buying even the indispensable maiz.? Almost without
exception, ceach houselold reported woekly purchasca of coffee,
panela (a brown sugar eold in large balls), meat, caions, to-
ratoes, salt, beanz, and peppers., Other major ftems in the
local diet are draown from the locally raiszed produce (beots,
cabbage, lettuce, etc.) as well as huicoy (Cucurbita Pepo),
guisquil (Techivm edule), and fruit.

Three neals a day are consumed by the typical house-
hold in Magdalena. Breakfast io taken between the hours of
6:00 and 7:00 A.¥., lunch is caten around noon, and the even-
ing meal 18 gerved between the hours of 6:00 and Bi100 .. A
very detalled diectary study has been cenducted in Magdalena

o e

3This situation 18 not entirely due to the limited pro-
uction of the tiny farms., It was learned that many farmers,
in order to ohtain sazme ready coash, sold a portion of thelr
corn cxrop as soon as it was harvested. 7This is an unfortun~
atec practice since these came farmers are almoat invariasbly
faced with the necd of purchasing maiz for thelr daily needs
long before the next harvest. The price at which they must
repurchasce this staple exceeds the one they received for the
corn they sold curing the harvesting eeason.
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Figure 34 .--Apother step in the prepare

tion of tortillae,
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5.,~~Buying mais

»
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by investigators connected with INCAP. The results of this
investigation indicate that “with the exceopticon of vitamin A
and riboflavin the estimated intake levels were satisfactory
for all the families when compared to the recommended guan-
tities.4 A scarcity of vitamin C was indicated only in the

diets of a few families."d

puia, ]

41hese cquantities werc calculated in zccordance with
recoxmendations to be found in Food and Agriculture Organiza-
tion, Pletary furveys: Thelr Technicues and Interpretation

(t'ashinjyton, D.C.s 1549),

Searina Flores and Imma Feh, “kstudios de hibitos die-
téticos en pehlaciones de Guatemala, I. Magdalena Milpas
Altas, ® Boletin de la Oficinag Sanitaris Pananmericana (Guate~

mala: Oficina fanitaris Panamericana, 1955), Suplenento
No. 2, Noviembro.




SUXMARY AND CQJICLUSIOC S

The foregoing pages contain the description of certain
aspects of a Guatemalan “scociety in miniature.” This sec-
tion 15 devoted to a sumarisation of the findings and to
scne genexral conclusions.

The density with vhich the group 18 settled on the land
contrasts rather charply with its otherwise highly rural
naturae. Racizlly and ethnically the people are very homo-
geneous. They are principally indfgenas of predominantly
Indian stock. The age distrxibution of the local popula-
tion 48 typical of arcas vhere hich birth rates and high
death rates prevall. There 4is a concentration of persons in
the early yecars of life with relatively small proportiong in
the productive years and only a few survivors in the ad-
vanced agea. Even considering the rural nature of the go-
clety, a surprisingly high ratio of males to females is en-~
countered in lagdalena. Very few Magdalefios remain single
throughout thedxr life. Howover, the consensual unicn is
more prevalent than that which hae been sanctioned by a le-
gal ceremoay. The overwvhelming najority of the econmaically
active population is engaged in agricultural pursuits. This
group was found to boc supporting an inordinately large pro-
portion of economically inactive persons. The rajority of

the local inhzbitantzs profess the Catholic religion, although

153
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2 significant number are affiliates of the Jehovah's Wit~
nesses. Illiteracy is still high in ragdalena, but therec is
evidence that it is gradually decreasing. The local birth
and death rates are very high., They seen to be intermediate
between the rates for the indfgena and ladino sectors of the
national population. Despite the fact that the locality is
annually losing about one-half of its natural increase of
population through migration, the local society was found to
be stezdily increasing in size,

With regard to its demographic characteristics, the
local group is probably very typical of the majority of
those which could be encountered in the rural area of the
Cuateralan highlandse.

The local settlement pattern consists of one compact
village, the cabecera municipal, with tweo adjacent population
clusters in which the horncs axe somcwhat wore dispersed than
in the cabecera but still quite densely grouped., 7The exces~
sive distances vhich many of the farmers must daily travel to
and from their fields are a definite economic disadvantage.
In large measure, this handicap offscts the social advan-
tages which arise from the datily contacts and intimate asso~
ciation encouraged by the village pattern of settlement.

Iand holdings are delineated by a system of metes and bounds.
The indefinite, indeterminate, and impermanent nature of zuch
boundaries is a fertile breeding ground for bickering,
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strife, or lawsuits. It also results in an abundance of
clouded or "shingled” titles vhich greatly increases the dif-
£iculty of settling such disputes by legal means., The major
part of the local farmers are owngr-operators, and as yet
there 4o not zeem to be overly large proportions of tenants
or agricultural ladborers in the populatiocn. The sub-divi-
gion of farms has proceeded to a point where the properties
are too emall to provide a satisfactery level of living
according to the standards which prevail in mich of the wes~
tern world. The diminutive size of these farms is algo a
sexicus obstacle to the introduction of improved agricul-
tural techniques. Fragmentation of holdings in Magdalena
has not been carried to the extremes which sometimes occur
in agricultural village communities. Nevertheless, it is
prevalent enough to further handicap the introduction of
modern, scientific methods of farming, A lavish expenditure
of labor characterizes the present syetem of farming in Mag-
éalena. The use of the plow, the wheel, or draft animals {s
very slight., Such a situation today inevitably results in a
low level of living. %he lecal agriculturalists need to
Introduce the use of the plow, wherever the slope of the
land will permit, as well as other small farm machinery.
Animals for transporting the products from the f£ield to the
village would greatly increasc the efficiency of productiocn.
The family, both extended and nuclear, 18 the most in-
portant social institution of the loeal soclety. Despite
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the frequent lack of legal ties, most marriages arxe very
stable. The typical fanmily may be thought of as paternal,
patrilocal, and bi-lineal. B2Both the nuclear family and the
houschold are Quite small for such a rural area. A typo of
"bachelor housa, " known as the posada, is one of the primary
groups found in Magdalena. It is probably a suxvival of
early Hayan culture. The religious activitics of the local
Catholics seem to be mostly centered in the heme or in the
cofradia, ©On the other hand, the Jehovah's Witnesses make
frequent use of their "temple.” lagdalena 48 prodably lezs
hormogeneous with regard to rellgion than are most otherwise
comparable Cuntemalan villages. A definite improvement in
the aschools has tazken place during recent years. At pre-
cent they are much bettor~-housed, cquipped, and staffed than
thes of many other tiny rural villages of Contrsl and South
anerica. Hevertheless, there is much left to 4o before they
can be considered to be adeguate to mect the educational
needs of a modern society. The local government is demo-
cratically organized and seens to be efficiently operated
within the limits irposed on it by a lack of sufficient
funds. Itg effectiveness would be greatly enhanced had it
the pover to inmpoze a general land tax. It would then be in
2 much better position to perform those functions, such as
the improvement of ro.ds, the support of the local schools,
and the introduction of lighting, which arc bhest perforred
at the local level. The local people gecm to be becoming
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incrcasingly aware of political happenings on the national
scene.

The HMagdalelios are a highly homogenecus group. NHever-
theless, certain distinct differences within the group are
readily apparent. Two ethnic groups reside side by side in
the village as &5 the menbers of two distinct religlous
bodies. At least two politieal factions are active in the
locality, and the village also is gharply divided along
neighborhood lines. The social distance betwecn the varicus
classes 43 very slight. IHowever, soclal status is definitely
linked to possession of land. There aleso secems to be 3
relationship between tenurxe class and economic status,
Owner~operators were found to be somevhat more advantaged
with regard to the anount of land thoy possessed, the dis-
tance they traveled to reach thelr farm plots, and the num-
ber of cattle and hogs they were raising. c<Chi-sgQuare analy-
olis of the data indicated that the differences ohserved
could have ezslly occurred by chance, but the author feels
that this iz due to the fact that the differences are Go
£light as to render them insensitive to probability analysis
in such a &xnall sample. There seens €O be a certain amount
of social mobility which i8 assoclated with the acquisition
of land, but it 13 almost imposoible for a local inhabitant
to pass from cone e¢thniec group to znother 38 long as he main-

tains residence in the locality.
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The local level of living is woefully low and in many
vays the standard ¢f living does not egeen to be much higher.
that is needed is genuine educatiom

. « « Which increases the standard of living by creating
or by instilling new wants, desires, hopes to which
people espire, and which, at the same time equips them
with the additional ekills, techniques and general know-
ledge that are esgential for enabling them to secure the
additional goods and sexvices which they have learned to
want. In other words, real education advances the etan-
dard of living and also suppliecs the technical training
gzigh eeable the level of living to attain new stan-
rds, "

P e

ISmith. rodriguez and Garcia, op. cit., p. €5.
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APPINDIX

PROVIDIICIA No. ASUNTO: Municipalidad de Magdalena
Milpas Altas, del Departa-
mento de Sacatepéquez,
envia su presu--puesto para
su revisién. Ejerci cicio
1958/59.

IRNETITUTO DL YOMENTO VUNICIFAL, GUATIMALA, siete de Julio de
milnovecientos cincuenta y ocho.

Vuelva atentamente 2 la Municipalidsad de r.agdalena Milpas
Altas, manifestando cue este Instituto reconienda la zpro-
bacidn de supresupuesto para €l ejerclcio 1958/59, siempre
Gue se le intrcduzcan las eiguientes modificaciones:

IMCFEE0T s

ARTBYITRIOS "A",
Canon do Agua e 94,88 G. 94.88
ATAITRIOS *B*,
Balneario MManicipal - $5.76
venta de Pajas dc Agua * 1067.81
Degtace de ganado mayor y menor " 71 .00
reposicién Cédulas de vecindad " 6.10
Licencia Zarabandas “  17.70
Procductos Peria “ 0.97
Impuceto Q.0.02 aguardiente

Dto. 1132 " 16.05
Irpuecto extraccidén de cuercs “ 2.67
poste Piblico " 15.%0
Impuesto de Vehiculos . 8.11
Derochos e Cemonterio ' 11.25
Multas " 242,08
Inpuceto tiendas " 21.68
Arrendamiento terrenos coxunales * 36,87
repactaje de animales “ 29,34
Arbitrio Molinos de cercales “ 4.60
ventas de mafz producto terreno

cormunal > 1.5z 662,11
CONTRIBUCION DL CrHATO “ 3.0e40
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CALDOS DE_INGRESOS ORDINARIOS:

En Caja al 31 de Marzo 1958 Q. 313.06

In el Instituto de Fomento Muni-

cipal, por inp. aguardiente .0,

02 Dto. 1132, al lo. marzo 1958 - 3,84 Q. 316,90
Sub-Total: Q.1,421,29

JUGRESOS ESPECIAIFT:

Impuesto de gasolina Dto, 580 Q. 195.24

CALD0S DE INCREDSS ECP_CIALTS:

In el Instituto de Fomento Muni-

cipal por imp. de gasolina Dto.~

583, al lo. Marzo de 1988 * 18,95 " 214.19
Totals 2.1, 635_,48

EQTES0.

EUTLDOS: ! ensuxl: Anuals

1.~-Alcalde unicipal G. 15.00 Q. 180.00

weww@oretario Municipal " 30.00 = 360.00

3.~-Tesorero unicipal - 15,00 = 180.00 Q. 720,00

CASTOS DIVFRCDSy

¢ .~Gantos Genexrales " 25.00 * 300.00

5.=Alunbrado Municipal So.aB0 320,00 " 330,00

- 9T IO

G.~Ticsta Titular " 25.00

7.~15 de Septienbre “ 28.00

8.~Ctras fiectas nacicnales " 15.0 * €3,00
Cub-Totals 0.1,118.00

9.,~GASTOS LNTHRACADINARIOS LIDIVIETAS: . $5.00

AFOITI BCIOY PRISTA' N

10.~Instituto de T'cmento Punicipal, pgror-

tizacicnes a Capital . 85.01
ll.~-Instituto de Fomento [unicipal, provi-
2ién aproxzimada poara pago de intereszes * 4.02
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O PAS MUMICY ALTS:

12.~0bras Municipales por realizar el pre~-
scnte afio con el excedente del impuesto

sobre la gasolina Q. 125.16

13.-Chras municipales por realizar ol pre-
sente 2lio con recurses propics e e B.79
Total: R.1.633.48

Con las modificaciones anteriores podrd cza Municipalidad
poner envigor su presupuesto sin mis trémite,lnicamente de-
berd ser aprobado por el Concejo Municipal, cone lo indica el
Articulo 115 del C8digo Municipal.

Lic. Octavio Acguilar,
GERENTTE

FCB/TGC,
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